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St Savas the Sanctified  - 5 December 
 

The unknown village of Mutalaska, in the province of Cappadocia, became famous through this great luminary 
of the Orthodox Church. Sava was born there of his parents John and Sophia. At the age of eight, he left the home of 
his parents and was tonsured a monk in a nearby monastic community called Flavian’s. After ten years, he moved to 
the monasteries of Palestine and remained longest in the Monastery of St. Euthymius the Great (January 20) and The-
octistus. St Euthymius prophesied of Sava that he would become a famous monk and a teacher of monks and that he 
would establish a lavra greater than all the lavras of that time. After the death of Euthymius, Sava withdrew to the de-
sert, where he lived for five years as a hermit in a cave shown to him by an angel of God. Afterward, when he had been 
perfected in the monastic life, he began by divine providence to gather around him many who were desirous of the spir-
itual life. Soon, such a large number gathered that Sava had to build a church and many cells. Some Armenians also 
came to him, and for them he provided a cave where they would be able to celebrate services in the Armenian lan-
guage. When his father died, his aged mother Sophia came to him, and he tonsured her a nun. He gave her a cell lo-
cated at a distance from his monastery, where she lived a life of asceticism until her death. This holy father endured 
many assaults from all sides: from those who were close to him, from heretics, and from demons. But he triumphed 
over them all: those close to him, by kindness and indulgence; the heretics, by his unwavering confession of the Ortho-
dox Faith; the demons, by the sign of the Cross and calling upon God for help. He had a particularly great struggle with 
demons on Mount Castellium, where he established his second monastery. In all, Sava established seven monasteries. 
He and Theodosius the Great, his neighbour, are considered to be the greatest lights and pillars of Orthodoxy in the 
East. They corrected emperors and patriarchs in matters of the Faith, and to everyone they served as an example of 
saintly humility and the miraculous power of God. After a toilsome and very fruitful life, St. Sava entered into rest in the 
year 532, at the age of ninety-four. Among his many wondrous and good works, let it at least be mentioned that he was 
the first to compile the Order of Services for use in monasteries, now known as the Jerusalem Typicon.  

SUNDAY  4 DECEMBER 
St Barbara, Great-Martyr 

St John of Damascus                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

      10th  SUNDAY OF LUKE,  Luke 13: 10-17 

   7.30am 
      Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

2022 SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CLASSES   FOR  ALL  AGES   
(A free voluntary program organised by the Church) 

Lessons take place in the building behind the church and begin at 10.30am until Church dismissal.         
We have classes for ages ranging from 5yrs to teenage years.  Lessons are taught in a relaxed, friendly environment.                                                                                                 
Please bring your children along to learn of their rich Orthodox faith and come close to God and His Love. 

MONDAY  5 DECEMBER 

St Savas the Sanctified 

     7.30am 
       Orthros and Divine Liturgy 
    10.00am 
       Meeting of Elderly Citizens in Church Hall    

TUESDAY  6 DECEMBER 
St Nicholas the Wonderworker 

     7.30am 
       Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

WEDNESDAY  7 DECEMBER  5.00pm 
      Paraklesis to the Theotokos  

THURSDAY  8 DECEMBER 
 

 

   8.00—9.00pm 

               TEENAGE YOUTH GROUP   

                 (In Church Hall upstairs behind Church) 
                               

                 ALL TEENAGERS WELCOME    

SUNDAY  11  DECEMBER    GOSPEL READING:   Luke 14: 16-24 
EPISTLE READING:   Colossians  3: 4-11 

St Barbara Great-Martyr  - 4 December 
Apolytikion 

Let us honour the holy Barbara for, with the aid of the Cross as her weapon,                                                 

she crushed the snares of the enemy, and was rescued from them like a bird. 



St Nicholas the Wonderworker – 6 December  

A model of faith and the image of gentleness, the example of your life has shown you forth to your sheep-fold                                  
o be a master of temperance. You obtained thus through being lowly, gifts from on high, and riches through poverty.               

Nicholas, our father and priest of priests, intercede with Christ our God that He may save our souls. 

 

10th  SUNDAY OF LUKE,  Luke 13: 10-17 
 

In today’s Scripture readings, we see just how different the sterile academic approach to religion of the supposedly pious is 
to the living understanding of those who are “doers of the word” (James 1:22) and law of God. 
St Paul says today, “Brethren, even if a man should be overtaken in some transgression, ye, the spiritual ones, be restoring 
such a one in a spirit of meekness, considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Keep on bearing one another ’s burdens, 
and thus fulfil the law of Christ”. 
 

“Consider thyself” and “bear one another’s burdens”. With these two things, we keep the Law of God. In today’s Gospel, 
however, we see the ruler of the synagogue trying to uphold the Law of God by doing exactly the opposite. Instead of rejoic-
ing over the fact that the infirm woman’s eighteen year long burden was lifted, he is interested only in the literal and material 
observance of the Sabbath. Instead of considering himself, he judges and condemns the other, and thus remains in a state 
of spiritual blindness, unable to correctly understand the Law of God, and even more unable to recognise that the one he is 
condemning is the Giver of the Law and the Lord of the Sabbath (Matthew 12:8). 
 

In the Old Testament, the Prophet Isaiah had said, “Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for 
light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter” (Isaiah 5:20). This is in essence what the ruler of 
the synagogue did at that moment, when he, presuming himself to be the representative of God and upholder of religious 
exactness, went so far as to consider the healing of a tormented woman a sin. And it is to the Prophet Isaiah that the Lord 
makes reference when he answers the ruler of the synagogue, saying, “Hypocrite, doth not each one of you on the Sabbath 
loose his ox or ass from the manger, and lead it away and give it drink?”. 
  

Now that we draw near to Christmas, you will notice that every traditional Byzantine icon of the Nativity features two ani-
mals: an ox and an ass. These animals aren’t actually mentioned in either of the Nativity stories in the Gospels, but are in-
stead a reference to the very beginning of the Book of Isaiah: “Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the Lord hath 
spoken, ‘I have nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against me. The ox knoweth his owner, and the 
ass his master’s manger: but Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider’” (Isaiah 1:2–3). 
  

And so, when the Evangelist writes that, “all those who opposed him were put to shame, but the whole crowd was rejoic-
ing”, this was because they knew this prophecy and understood the point the Lord was trying to make. 
Hearing these readings, then, let us not forget that all the things Christ said to the Pharisees and Scribes — the religiously 
observant of his day — applies just as much to us church-going Christians, if not even more. Let us not forget that all the 
commandments of God are summarised in the two commandments of love — love for God and for our fellow man (Matthew 
22:40) — and that the meaning of the Law is found in “justice, mercy and faith” (Matthew 23:23). At every moment, let us 
remember the two exhortations of St Paul — “Consider thyself [and] keep on bearing one another’s burdens” — 
and thus fulfil the law of Christ. 
 
 

St John of Damascus—4 December 
 

 Saint John was born in Damascus about the year 675, the son of wealthy and pious parents, of the family of Mansur. He 
was reared together with Saint Cosmas (see Oct. 14), who had been adopted by John's father Sergius, a man of high rank 
in the service of the Caliph of Damascus. Both of these young men were instructed by a certain monk, also named Cosmas, 
who had been taken captive in Italy by the Arabs and later ransomed by John's Father. Saint John became a great philoso-
pher and enlightener of the age in which he lived, and was honoured by the Caliph with the dignity of counsellor. 
When Emperor Leo the Isaurian (reigned 717-741) began his war on the holy icons, John wrote epistles defending their 
veneration. Since the Saint, being under the Caliph of Damascus, was beyond Leo's power, the Iconoclast Emperor had a 
letter forged in John's handwriting which invited Leo to attack Damascus, saying the city guard was then weak; Leo then 
sent this letter to the Caliph, who in his fury punished John's supposed treason with the severing of his right hand. The 
Saint obtained the Caliph's Permission to have his severed hand again, and that night prayed fervently to the most holy 
Theotokos before her icon. She appeared to him in a dream and healed his hand, which, when he awoke, he found to be 
healed in truth. This Miracle convinced the Caliph of his innocence, and he restored John to his office as counsellor. The 
Saint, however, with many pleadings obtained his permission to withdraw from the world to become a monk. He assumed 
the monastic habit in the Monastery of Saint Sabbas. Then he had as elder a very simple and austere monk who command-
ed him neither to write to anyone, nor to speak of the worldly knowledge he had acquired, and John faithfully obeyed. A 
monk grieving over his brother's death, however, after insisting vehemently, prevailed upon John to write a funeral hymn to 
console him for his brother's death. When John's elder learned of his transgression of the rule he had given him, he cast 
him out of his cell, and would only accept him back after John had humbly, with much self-condemnation and without      
murmuring consented to clean all the latrines in the lavra. After his elder had received him back, our Lady appeared to the 
elder and sternly charged him not to hinder John any longer from his writings and composition of hymns. 
In his writings he fought courageously against the Iconoclasts Leo the Isaurian and his son Constantine Copronymus. He 
was also the first to write a refutation of Islam. The time he had spent as a counsellor in the courts of the Moslems of      
Damascus had given him opportunity to learn their teachings at first hand, and he wrote against their errors with a sound 
understanding of their essence. Saint John was surnamed Chrysorroas ("Golden-stream") because of the eloquence of his 
rhetorical style and the great abundance of his writings; this name - Chrysorroas was also the name of the river that flows 
by Damascus. In his writings he set forth the Orthodox Faith with exactness and order. In his old age, after his foster-
brother Cosmas had been made Bishop of Maiuma, John also was ordained presbyter by the Patriarch of Jerusalem.    
Having lived eighty-four years, he reposed in peace in 760. In addition to his theological writings, he adorned the Church of 
Christ with metrical and prose hymns and composed many of the prosomia used as the models for the melodies of the 
Church's liturgical chant; he also composed many of the sacred hymns for the feasts of the Lord Saviour and the           
Theotokos. The life of Saint John of Damascus was written by John, Patriarch of Jerusalem. See also June 28. 


