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SUNDAY 20 NOVEMBER

9th SUNDAY OF LUKE, Luke 12: 16-21

 7.30am

Orthros and Divine Liturgy
2022 SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR ALL AGES
(A free voluntary program organised by the Church)

Lessons take place in the building behind the church and begin at 10.30am until Church dismissal.
We have classes for ages ranging from 5yrs to teenage years. Lessons are taught in a relaxed, friendly environment.
Please bring your children along to learn of their rich Orthodox faith and come close to God and His Love.

MONDAY 21 NOVEMBER
Entry of the Theotokos
to the Temple

 7.30am
Orthros and Divine Liturgy

 10.00am

Meeting of Elderly Citizens in Church Hall
0490 378 215

TUESDAY 22 NOVEMBER
St Iakovos Tsalikis of Evia

Orthros and Divine Liturgy

 5.00pm

Website:
stvasiliosbrunswick.com

Paraklesis to the Theotokos
THURSDAY 24 NOVEMBER

Fr Athanasios and
Fr Ephraim are available
at the Church every
Monday to Friday
between 4.00 and 6.00pm
for Holy Confession and
any spiritual need.

 7.30am

 8.00—9.00pm
TEENAGE YOUTH GROUP
(In Church Hall upstairs behind Church)
ALL TEENAGERS WELCOME

FRIDAY 25 NOVEMBER
St Katherine, Great-Martyr
SUNDAY 27 NOVEMBER

 7.30am
Orthros and Divine Liturgy
GOSPEL READING: Luke 18: 18-27
EPISTLE READING: Ephesians 2: 14-22

The Feast of the Entrance into the Temple of Our Most Holy Lady the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary
is celebrated on November 21 each year.
The Feast commemorates when as a young child, the Virgin Mary entered the Temple in Jerusalem.
Why do we honour Mary above all the saints?

Nicholas Cabasilas, one of the great theologians of our Church, best answers this question when he writes,
"The incarnation (God becoming man in the person of Christ) was not only the work of the Father, by His power
and by His spirit, but it was also the work of the will and faith of the Virgin. Without the consent of the immaculate,
without the agreement of her faith, the plan was as unrealizable as it would have been without the intervention of
the three divine Persons Themselves. It was only after having instructed her and persuaded her that God took
her for His Mother and borrowed from her the flesh that she so greatly wished to lend Him. Just as He became
incarnate voluntarily, so He wished that His Mother should bear Him freely and with her full consent."

Holy Elder Iakovos Tsalikis of Evia reposed in the Lord on November 21 on the Feast of Hesychasm in the
Entrance of the Theotokos. Commemorated on November 22
The Garden of the Holy Spirit: Saint Iakovos of Evia
by Professor Stylianos Papadopoulos
The Garden of the Holy Spirit is a spiritual biography describing the life of a contemporary Greek Orthodox Elder,
Iakovos Tsalikis, abbot of the Monastery of Saint David in Evia, Greece. The Elder’s biography begins with his family’s
flight as refugees from Asia Minor to the island of Evia. It follows with a description of the Elder’s early life, especially
his upbringing in the faith by his pious mother, his asceticism, and his love for prayer and the sacred Church services.
…../

From a young age, the spiritual diligence and self-sacrifice of Iakovos was rewarded by God with an abundance of spiritual
gifts, and the book recounts miraculous instances of the power of his prayers.
At one time when the children of his village contracted mumps, their parents gathered them all to see Iakovos who was then
just a teenager. After reading prayers for them and blessing them, the children instantly became well. After the patient
struggles of Iakovos in the world, he entered into the monastery of St David. There, the young monk faced harsh trials as he
performed his monastic duties. He endured temptations from the older monks as well as the demons. The author imparts
his intimate knowledge of St Iakovos’ ascetic practices which enables the reader to follow his path to sanctity.
Apart from the labours of his monastic obedience and frequent illnesses, St Iakovos undertook the further spiritual exercise
of keeping all-night prayer vigils at the hermitage of his predecessor, St David of Evia. His asceticism and patience formed
him into a charismatic Elder with spiritual vision. The gifts he was graced with included seeing angels and saints before him
when serving at the altar, and seeing the sins of those who came to him during confession before they opened their
mouths. Many more examples of St Iakovos’ spiritual gifts are given in the book which acquaints the reader with the life and
spiritual journey of this inspirational modern Orthodox saint.
Apolytikion of Great Martyr Catherine commemorated on November 25
Let us praise the most auspicious bride of Christ, the divine Katherine, protectress of Sinai, our aid and our help. For, she
brilliantly silenced the eloquence of the impious by the sword of the spirit, and now, crowned as a martyr, she asks great
mercy for all.

9th Sunday of Luke, Luke 12:16-21
The Rich Fool—against greed and anxiety
Life is a gift of God. No amount of possessions, however abundant, can make it greater or give it security. The notion that
life consists in possessions, in ‘having’ (the constant requirement of more), is cut in this pericope by the understanding that
life cannot be secured by possessions, that existence is a gift outside human control.
Humans have an eternal destiny (Lk 12:31-32). This existence is not their only one: what they do now has consequences
for the future (Lk 12:20). This pericope is a story about the rich fool. The man was rich because he had many crops. He was
a fool because he thought they secured his life ‘’for many years to come’’ (Lk 12: 19). When his life ended so were his possessions scattered. The point is not simply that one should ‘not worry’ about food and clothing (Lk 12:22), but that one
should far more radically ‘’sell what you have and give alms’’ (Lk 12:33).
This contrast between life as ‘existence’ and life as ‘possessions’ is made clear when Jesus said: ‘’whoever seeks to save
his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it’’ (Lk 17:33). What the Lord is saying is that a drenched person
is not afraid of the rain and a slain person is not afraid of any threat. Through loss we reach gain, and by hatred of ourselves and possessions, we arrive at true love. The Human being has a hidden dynamism, such as the seed. If one does
not die in the fertile land, they remain alone. But if one dies, they bear much fruit.
Wealth with respect to God has two meanings: faith and works. The first is the response of faith, to have a life of close communion with God (cf. Lk 12:37); the second is the disposition of possessions in accordance with faith. This means to share
your possessions with others rather than accumulating them for one’s self (Lk 12:21).
Whoever worships, parades, and incenses themselves, drowns themselves. However if they have as an aim to “give everything” so that their brothers/sisters find rest, then these people have already entered into eternal life – because they live for
their neighbours – they see themselves in everyone else (cf. Lk 10:25-28).
Jesus Christ and His saints have this kind of love; this is why they have that type of strength that defeats death. Because,
they were true humans, they respected the ‘other’ as themselves. And this is why close to the saints – the small the humble
and the great – each person feels valued. The saints’ rejoice when others feel valued and at peace.
But this does not occur if I make my own club and if I want to assert myself. Others feel valued, loved and at peace when I
become compost so that the other can plant their tree, only if I move to the side, disappear and do not exist. I don’t even
want a ‘thank you’ – it is enough for me that the ‘other’ has life!

The ‘other’ is me. ‘’For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are
one body, so also is Christ’’ (1Cor 12:12). ‘’There is one body and one Spirit’’ (Eph 4:4). This is why the saints’ – the humble
– even when they exist it is as if they don’t exist, they don’t take up room, and they don’t make a fuss. And when they are
not around ‘in the flesh’, when they are away, they are equally with us and keep the whole world in life. So the saints’ mode
of life is that of, voluntarily dying and sacrificing themselves out of love for the ‘Other’ and for the ‘other’, big or small God or
neighbour.
Life seems so frail and contingent that many possessions are required to secure it, even though the possessions are frailer
still than life. Only the removal of fear by the persuasion that life is a gift given by the source of all reality, can generate the
spiritual freedom and heroism of love that is offered by the generous sharing of possessions, even of disposing oneself.

