
 

SUNDAY  25 SEPTEMBER       1st SUNDAY OF LUKE,  Luke 5: 1-11 

   7.30am 
      Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

2022 SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CLASSES   FOR  ALL  AGES   
(A free voluntary program organised by the Church) 

Lessons take place in the building behind the church and begin at 10.30am until Church dismissal.         
We have classes for ages ranging from 5yrs to teenage years.  Lessons are taught in a relaxed, friendly environment.                                                                                                 

Please bring your children along to learn of their rich Orthodox faith and come close to God and His Love. 

MONDAY 26  SEPTEMBER 

Translation of St John             
the Theologian 

    7.30am 
       Orthros and Divine Liturgy 
    10.00am 
      Meeting of Elderly Citizens in Church Hall    

WEDNESDAY 28  SEPTEMBER 
 

 5.00pm 
      Paraklesis to the Theotokos 

THURSDAY 29 SEPTEMBER  8.00—9.00pm 

          TEENAGE YOUTH GROUP   

           (In Church Hall upstairs behind Church) 
                               

            ALL TEENAGERS WELCOME    

SUNDAY  2 OCTOBER GOSPEL READING:   Luke 6:  31-36 
EPISTLE READING:   2 Corinthians 6: 1-10 

0490 378 215 
 
 
Website:   
stvasiliosbrunswick.com 

 
 
 

Fr Athanasios and              
Fr Ephraim are available  
at the Church every                  
Monday to Friday            
between 4.00 and 6.00pm    
for Holy Confession and  
any spiritual need. 
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                               I OCTOBER—SYNAXIS OF THE HOLY VIRGIN OF GORGOEPIKOOS 
                                   Geelong Monastery of Panagia Gorgoepikoos celebrates on this day. 

 
 

Experiencing Miracles : Narrativies from Mount Athos    
Father Ephraim of Katunakia 
 
Evidence of the Holy Theotokos’ Ever-presence 
Elder Ephraim once said: "The Theotokos is with us at all times, but somehow we cannot get our minds around it. It is not benefi-
cial for us to see Her, or we might fall into pride.” But the Elder himself has encountered Her. She was going around the cells and 
said how pleased she was with all the brethren. 
To people who came to him with their sorrows, he recommended praying before the miracle-working Panagia Gorgoepikoos icon 
of the Mother of God. He had turned to this icon multiple times and received help from the Most Holy Theotokos.  

 
Troparion Icon of the Mother of God “Quick to Hear” 

 
Let us make haste to the Theotokos amid our misfortunes, 
and fall down now before her holy icon, 
crying out with faith from the depths of our soul: 
Hearken quickly to our entreaty, O Virgin, 
in that thou art called ‘she who is quick to hear’ 
For thee do we, thy servants, 
have as a ready helper in our needs. 

 
St John  the Theologian 

Apolytikion 
Beloved Apostle of Christ our God, hasten, deliver a people without defence. As he accepted 

that you lean upon his breast, he accepts you as you fall before him. Implore him, O Theologi-
an, and scatter the persistent cloud of nations, asking for us peace and his great mercy. 



1st SUNDAY OF LUKE,  Luke 5: 1-11 
 
Finding Christ in Failure 
In Luke 5:1-11, we see the apostles encountering Christ in the midst of their business failure, but then leaving their suc-
cess in order to follow Christ. 
St. Mark the Ascetic writes that affliction and failure can open our hearts and minds to discover there is at work in the 
world a will and a way which are not ours. Problems can help us look beyond our limited self to look for meaning, pur-
pose, to seek God. 
 
“If Peter had not failed to catch anything during the night’s fishing (cf. Luke 5:5), he would not have caught anything dur-
ing the day. And if Paul had not suffered physical blindness (cf. Acts 9:8), he would have not been given spiritual sight. 
And if Stephen had not been slandered as a blasphemer, he would not have seen the heavens opened and have looked 
on God (cf. Acts 6:15; 7:56). As work according to God is called virtue, so unexpected, affliction is called a test. God 
‘tested Abraham’ (cf. Gen. 22:1-14), that is, God afflicted him for his own benefit, not in order to learn what kind of man 
Abraham was – for He knew him, since He knows all things before they come into existence – but in order to provide him 
with opportunities for showing perfect faith. 
 
Every affliction tests our will, showing whether it is inclined to good or evil. This is why an unforeseen affliction is called a 
test, because it enables a man to test his hidden desires. The fear of God compels us to fight against evil; and when we 
fight against evil, the grace of God destroys it. Wisdom is not only to perceive the natural consequence of things, but also 
to accept as our due the malice of those who wrong us. People who go no further than the first kind of wisdom become 
proud, whereas those who attain the second become humble.” (The Philokalia: Volume 1, pp 142-143) 
 

No one can put together what has crumbled into dust, 
but You can restore a conscience turned to ashes; 
You can restore to its former beauty a soul lost and without hope. 
With You, there is nothing that cannot be redeemed. 
You are Love; 
You are Creator and Redeemer. 
We praise You, singing: Alleluia! 
 
(Akathist, GLORY TO GOD FOR ALL THINGS) 

 
Jesus calls His disciples to go into the world to do their fishing – on land, with fellow humans being the desired 
catch.  Unlike fishing which leads to the death of the fish who are caught, the evangelical net of the Church gives life to 
those who enter into the net.  Why did Christ have the disciples successfully make this huge catch of fish only to then 
have them abandon the fishing business?   Chrysostom says it taught them that even non-rational fish obey Him, so 
surely humans will want to obey the Gospel.  It gave the apostles courage to take the Gospel to the world. 
 
……………………………………….. 

 
The Wealth Which Enables Us to Give Everything Away 
 
A story from ancient India: 
One night Sini had a dream, and an angel came to him and said, “Sini, tomorrow, go to the main road that leads into the 
village and there you will meet a holy man who will give you a stone that will make you wealthy forever.” 
In the morning, Sini leapt to his feet and ran to the road, and sure enough there was a holy man sitting by the side of the 
road. “Give me the stone! Give me the stone!” Sini excitedly told the holy man. 
“What stone?” asked the holy man. Sini told the holy man about his dream and what the angel told him. 
The holy man replied, “O you must mean the stone I found in the river yesterday.” And he pulled from his knapsack a 
very large stone, as big as a cantaloupe and handed it to Sini. 
 
Sini couldn’t believe it. For in his hand was the largest diamond he had ever seen, perhaps the largest diamond in the 
whole world. 
Sini rushed home with his precious stone, and locked himself in. He spent the entire evening thinking about what he 
should do next. All night long he tossed and turned and fretted about his valuable diamond and what he should do. 
 
In the morning Sini rushed back to the main village road and he saw the holy man walking away from the town. “Stop!” 
Sini cried to the holy man. And Sini prostrated himself before the holy man. “Please,” he said. “Give me the wealth that 
enables you to give the stone away.” 
 
It is very much like the disciples in Luke 5:1-11; Jesus shows them how to catch this huge shoal of fish which means suc-
cess is guaranteed and their business will be booming. However, in that very moment they leave their fishing business 
and the wealth it represents to follow Christ. Jesus shows them the way to riches, and then tells them to give the riches 
away to follow Him.  
 
From the Akathist of  the Sweetest Lord Jesus: 
 
We see most eloquent orators as voiceless as fish when they must speak of you, O Jesus our Saviour.  For it is beyond 
their power to tell how you are and remain perfect man and immutable God at the same time 
- Fr Ted Bobosh 

https://orthodoxwiki.org/Mark_the_Ascetic
https://smile.amazon.com/Philokalia-Complete-Compiled-Nikodimos-Markarios/dp/0571130135/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1474659623&sr=1-1&keywords=philokalia+vol+1
https://frted.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/glory_for_all_things.pdf
https://frted.wordpress.com/2009/03/07/the-wealth-which-enables-us-to-give-everything-away/
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?passage=lu+5:9&version=rsv&context=1&showtools=1

