
 

SUNDAY  10 JULY      4th SUNDAY OF MATTHEW,  Matthew 8: 5-13 
  7.30am 
     Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

MONDAY 11 JULY 
St Euphemia, Great-Martyr     

   7.30am 
     Orthros and Divine Liturgy 
   10.00am 
     Meeting of Elderly Citizens in Church Hall 

TUESDAY 12 JULY 
St. Paisios the Wonderworker 

   7.30am 
     Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

2022 SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CLASSES   FOR  ALL  AGES   
(A free voluntary program organised by the Church) 

Lessons take place in the building behind the church and begin at 10.30am until Church dismissal.         
We have classes for ages ranging from 5yrs to teenage years.  Lessons are taught in a relaxed, friendly environment.                                                                                                 

Please bring your children along to learn of their rich Orthodox faith and come close to God and His Love. 

THURSDAY  14  JULY 
 

 

SUNDAY 17  JULY GOSPEL READING:   Matthew  5: 14-19 
EPISTLE READING:   Titus 3: 8-15 

0490 378 215 
 
 
Website:   
stvasiliosbrunswick.com 

 
 
 

Fr Athanasios and              
Fr Ephraim are available  
at the Church every                  
Monday to Friday            
between 4.00 and 6.00pm    
for Holy Confession and  
any spiritual need. 
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   Program for  10—16  July 2022 

St Euphemia, Great-Martyr     

Apolytikion: O Euphemia, thou didst gladden the Orthodox, and put the heretics to shame. Thou didst confirm                         
the Fathers’ teaching at the Fourth Synod. O Glorious Martyr, entreat Christ our God to grant us His great Mercy.  

 
 Lessons from Elder St Paisios of Mt. Athos  

 
Whether we pray for ourselves or for others, the prayer must be from the heart. The problems of others should become 
our problems. You have to prepare for prayer. Read a bit of the Gospel or the Gerontiko and then pray. It requires an 
attempt to take the mind to the divine space. Study is like a gift which God gives us to direct us to greater spirituality. 
With study the soul is warmed. 
 

+ + + + +  
Although the Good God gives us abundant blessings, acts always for our own good and has made everything to be of 
service to us and to be sacrificed for us, from plants to animals and birds, whether big or small, and even though God 
Himself sacrificed His life to redeem man, many of us remain indifferent and wound Him with our great ingratitude and 
insensitivity. And, all of this even though He has given us our conscience as an inheritance together with all His other 
blessings. 

 

+ + + + +  
Grumbling is caused by misery and it can be put aside by doxology (giving praise). Grumbling begets grumbling and 
doxology begets doxology. When someone doesn’t grumble over a problem troubling him, but rather praises God, then 
the devil gets frustrated and goes off to someone else who grumbles, in order to cause everything to go even worse for 
him. You see, the more one grumbles, the more one falls into ruin. 

Sometimes the devil deceives us and makes us unable to be pleased with anything; however, one can celebrate all 
things in a spiritual manner, with doxology, and secure God’s constant blessing. 
 

+ + + + + 
Kindness softens and opens up the heart, as oil opens a rusty lock. 
 

  8.00—9.00pm 

                                    TEENAGE YOUTH GROUP  
                               

                                    ALL TEENAGERS WELCOME    
Join the group and learn about your faith, make friends,                                          
enjoy refreshments, in a friendly, relaxing environment. 

  -  In Church Hall, upstairs behind the Church                                  



 4th SUNDAY OF MATTHEW,  Matthew 8: 5-13 
AND JESUS WAS AMAZED 
The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) and The Sermon on the Plain (Luke 6:17-49)) might be referred to as the 
“Christian Manifesto,” spelling out the fundamental tenets of living life in Christ and the gifts returned to man for the faith-
ful living of them.  These tenets come directly from the heart and lips of Jesus.  Today’s Gospel passage from St. Mat-
thew is taken from the end of the Great Sermon (Matthew 8:5-13) and is centred around three key elements: the en-
counter of Jesus with the Roman Centurion, the depth of faith this pagan officer shows the Lord, and the healing of the 
Centurion’s servant. 
It is one of the few instances, if not the only one, where Jesus is actually surprised and amazed by the faith of a petition-
er. The Centurion approaches the Lord, asking Him for healing for his servant. The solicitude that the military officer 
shows for his servant is at once noticeable. Jesus responds immediately to the stranger that He will go to his house and 
heal the man of palsy. No hesitation, no second thoughts — Jesus’ response is swift. He responds because he senses 
in that officer a heartfelt caring.  This encounter speaks of the Lord’s willingness to give to him who asks, to reach out, 
without questions or objections (recall that the Romans were the occupiers of the Jews and of Jerusalem and therefore 
the de facto “enemy” of the Jewish people). 
St. Sophrony of the Monastery of St. John the Baptist in Essex, Great Britain, in remarking on this passage, wrote: “The 
Centurion was clearly a man of virtue for he cared for the health of his servant. He was not one of those who considered 
human life expendable. He did not say to himself: ‘My servant is ill, I’ll let him die and tomorrow I will buy a slave at the 
market to replace him’. He must therefore have taken very seriously his responsibilities towards the one hundred sol-
diers under his command.” Jesus knew this heart, regardless of the officer’s religious position or lack thereof. Jesus 
knew his heart. The Lord responds to such hearts in our lives. He knows our depth or shallowness. He sees our love and 
concern for others or our failure to reach out with mercy and compassion. This atypical encounter was a recognition of 
genuine human caring. It prompts the question: “What does Christ see when he surveys OUR heart? 
The Centurion stops Jesus from leaving for his house telling Him “Lord I am not worthy that You should enter under my 
roof. Say but the word and my servant will be healed.”  St. Matthew promptly reacts: “When Jesus heard this, He was 
amazed and said to the bystanders that followed Him ‘Verily, I say unto you, I have not found such great a faith in all of 
Israel.”  Jesus is amazed. With other healings we don’t hear such amazement, such marvelling, even such surprise. St. 
Nikolai of Ochrid explains why: “Christ did not marvel at the beauty of the sea of Galilee, for what is such beauty com-
pared with the beauty of the kingdom of heaven….Neither did He ever marvel at great human wisdom, wealth or 
strength; for all is nothing compared with the wisdom, wealth and might that are familiar to Him in the Kingdom of 
God….The great faith of one man is to be marvelled at. It is the greatest and most beautiful thing on earth, for by faith a 
slave becomes free, a hireling becomes a son of God, and a mortal man becomes immortal.” 
This is why Jesus marvelled. In the place where one might expect such a depth of faith, in Israel, in the place of the Ark 
of the Covenant, the Ten Commandments, the Kings and the Prophets, Jesus discovered a greater faith indeed – from a 
gentile, an occupying military officer, one who had no connection to the travelling Rabbi Jesus — from that man came 
great faith. Humbly, he told the Lord that he wasn’t worthy to have Him enter his home. 
At the root of the soldier’s faith was humility – an honest recognition of his own self, his soul, his personal status com-
pared to that of the Rabbi from Nazareth.  It took Jesus aback and, no doubt, even endeared the Centurion all the more 
to the Lord.  The lesson for us: at the root of faith is humility – surrendering the ego, bracketing the self, looking honestly 
at one’s heart and soul, and realizing that any so-called “importance” you think you have is quite secondary to the im-
portance that Christ ought to have at the centre of your life. 
St. Isaac the Syrian reminds us about this humility: “A humble man is never rash, hasty or perturbed, never has any hot 
and volatile thoughts, but at all times remains calm. Even if heaven were to fall and cleave to the earth, the humble man 
would not be dismayed. Not every quiet man is humble, but every humble man is quiet. There is no humble man who is 
not self-constrained; but you will find many who are self-constrained without being humble. This is also what the meek 
humble Lord meant when He said, ‘Learn of Me, for I am meek and humble of heart, and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls.’ [Matt 11:29] 
This encounter between Jesus and the Centurion was a revelation to the Lord that humble people DO exist Job the 
Righteous, in the Old Testament, likewise knew this kind of humility.  Job did not want to experience the difficulties he 
had in his life. However he had faith that God would give him what he needs. Job surrendered his will to God’s will and 
Job emptied himself so that God could fill Job with Himself. This is the kind of humility each one of us ought to nurture in 
our daily lives!  Do we make an effort to live a humble, self-less life? 
Lastly, the actual healing of the Centurion’s servant took place simply because of a word uttered by Christ.  Geronda 
Evagrios, of the Monastery of St. John of the Mountain in Perth, Australia, tells us “this was so because the word of 
Christ contained also the creative power of God. If Jesus spoke it – it happened at once.  When Jesus told the paralytic 
to take up his bed and walk, the paralytic immediately did so. The word of Christ does not contain power. The word of 
Christ is creative power itself.” 
This explains Jesus’ utterance to the Centurion “Go thy way, and as thou hast believed, so will it be done unto thee. And 
the Centurion’s servant was healed at that very moment.” (Matt. : 13) It was his faith that brought the Centurion’s servant 
to healing. He set aside ego, adopted an attitude of genuine humility, bore his vulnerable soul to the Rabbi Jesus and 
thereby caused a word to issue from Christ’s mouth – a word that, in effect, meant: “I have spoken healing’s word but 
your faith has prompted me to do so.  The enmity between you and me exists no longer. You have approached the crea-
tive word of God Himself and because of your boldness, your servant is healed and you are renewed.” 
St. Gregory of Nazianzus, wrote that: “the centurion’s faith and approach to the Lord provide an example for us all. 
Wherefore we must purify ourselves first, and then approach this conversation with the Pure One…be like the Centurion 
who would seek for healing, but would not, through a praiseworthy fear, receive the Healer into his house. Let each one 
of us also speak so – with humility, negating our self-centeredness, approaching The Selfless One, the Holy One, know-
ing that He need not come into our house to heal. All He needs is to feel our faith when we repeat the Centurion ’s pray-
er: “Lord I am not worthy that You should come under my roof. Say but the WORD and my servant (and I!) will be 
healed.” 
May God grant each of us that kind of selfless faith and the humility to sustain it all the days of your lives! 


