
 

SUNDAY 26 JUNE      2nd SUNDAY OF MATTHEW, Matthew 4: 18-23 
  7.30am 
     Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

MONDAY 27 JUNE   10.00am 
     Meeting of Elderly Citizens in Church Hall 

2022 SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CLASSES   FOR  ALL  AGES   
(A free voluntary program organised by the Church) 

Lessons take place in the building behind the church and begin at 10.30am until Church dismissal.         
We have classes for ages ranging from 5yrs to teenage years.  Lessons are taught in a relaxed, friendly environment.                                                                                                 

Please bring your children along to learn of their rich Orthodox faith and come close to God and His Love. 

WEDNESDAY 29 JUNE 
Holy, Glorious Leaders of 

Apostles                                    
Saints Peter and Paul 

 7.30am 
     Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

THURSDAY  30  JUNE 
Synaxis of the Twelve Apostles 

 7.30am 
     Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

FRIDAY 1 JULY 
Unmercenaries Saints 
Kosmas and Damian 

 7.30am 
     Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

SUNDAY 3  JULY GOSPEL READING:   Matthew 9: 1-8 
EPISTLE READING:   Romans 5: 1-11 

0490 378 215 
 
 
Website:   
stvasiliosbrunswick.com 

 
 
 

Fr Athanasios and              
Fr Ephraim are available  
at the Church every                  
Monday to Friday            
between 4.00 and 6.00pm    
for Holy Confession and  
any spiritual need. 
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CALL  OF  THE  FIRST  DISCIPLES 

  
Renown figures in history have experienced their life tasks as a call.  Great achievements have been accomplished by 
men and women motivated by a sense of destiny.  Inspirational dreams have come true because of commitment to a 
vision. 
  
When Jesus chose the Apostles, He issued a “call” to them.  In Matthew 4: 18-23 we have a record of the call of two 
sets of brothers: Peter and Andrew and John and James – all fishermen.  Jesus said to them: "Follow me'" And they left 
their nets and followed Him.  
Their decision to take up the challenge was the beginning of a tremendous story which they wrote through their minis-
tries by the power of the Spirit. Jesus had a mission to accomplish and as a man could not do it alone. He needed help-
ers and went out and found them. He called them in everyday circumstances. God often chooses ordinary people in 
ordinary conditions. When they respond with their whole heart. He makes them extraordinary by His grace, in order to 
accomplish His purposes. 

+ + + + + + + +  
 

Saint Cosmas and Saint Damian of Rome 
Feast Day: July 1st 

 
 

By their generosity and exceptional kindness to all, the brothers converted many to Christ. The brothers told the sick,   
“It is not by our own power that we treat you, but by the power of Christ, the true God. Believe in Him and be healed.”… 
 
Apolytikion:  
            Holy Unmercenaries and Wonderworkers, visit our weaknesses; freely you have received, freely give to us. 

  8.00—9.00pm 

                                    TEENAGE YOUTH GROUP  
                               

                                    ALL TEENAGERS WELCOME    
Join the group and learn about your faith, make friends,                                          
enjoy refreshments, in a friendly, relaxing environment. 

  -  In Church Hall, upstairs behind the Church                                  



2nd SUNDAY OF MATTHEW, Matthew 4: 18-23 

 
“Calling of the First Apostles” 
 
It’s the second Sunday after Pentecost (The Feast of the dissension of the Holy Spirit on the disciples). The Gospel 
Reading is from (Matthew 4:18-23), which speaks about calling the first Apostles. The calling of Simon Peter and his 
brother Andrew and Jacob the son of Zebedee and his brother John. The Sunday following Pentecost is called “All 
Saints Sunday”, in which we commemorate all the Saints in the Orthodox Church, whether they are known and recog-
nized (canonized) officially or unknown or their sainthood has not yet been announced. We celebrate All the Saints after 
Pentecost to acknowledge that the “The Holy Spirit” is the one who makes Saints. He is the source and fountain of holi-
ness, He gives the spirit of Holiness and He is the one that blesses the faithful and makes them “Saints”. 
 
The second Sunday after Pentecost also shows us the work of the Holy Spirit and his acts in the Church by inviting dedi-
cated workers to the Apostolic mission. 
Today’s Gospel shows us the start of Christianity, which grew from a small group. Twelve Apostles were invited to be of 
humble service to other, who were mostly fishermen of no education, knowledge or social stature. They were men living 
on the outskirts of Lake Tiberias actively fishing. Interestingly, when Jesus called the first Apostles, they were not unem-
ployed, or out of work, but they were in the middle of their businesses. They were preoccupied with their work. “They 
were throwing their nets at sea”. 
 
The Lord Jesus called them and as the Bible says: “Immediately they left the nets and followed him”, they didn’t hesitate 
to leave their livelihood and their lives to follow Jesus. He did not promise riches, position or status to them, He said one 
sentence “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men”. The same scenario is repeated with John and James, the 
sons of Zebedee; they were fixing their nets with their father. “Immediately they left the boat, their father, and followed 
Him.” It seems that these pupils did not hesitate for a second to become missionaries, that is, the “fishers of men.” What 
calls for attention on this first Sunday after Pentecost, is that first and second calls were to two brothers; that is two per-
sons from the same family were called to serve the Lord. These Apostles and others, were given but one commandment 
by the Master, “go make disciples of all Nations”. 
 
On Pentecost, the Holy Spirit gave them grace and wisdom, understanding and strength, that was not of this world, but 
from above, God’s abundance. The strength, which gave the disciples the power of Evangelism, to reach Rome and oth-
er extremities of the earth like, India and Africa; to preach Christ who has risen from the dead! Every baptised Christian, 
who has received the Holy Chrism, is called to serve the Lord by their talents, abilities, and resources. Certainly there 
are callings through the mysteries of the Holy Priesthood or through the ascetic vows; however everyone is invited to be 
a disciple of Jesus, to take his place in the Evangelism. All from their baptismal day are dedicated to the Lord, “All ye 
who have been baptised unto Christ; have put on Christ.” 
 
When we say “Yes” to the Lord, it means that we should say “No” to the things of importance of this world. We are called 
to abandon the Nets that tie us to the things of this world, which prevent us from following Christ. The traps of this world 
are many, with multiple deceptions, however it was James and his brother John, who were “Fixing the nets” when the 
Lord called them and “they left everything and followed Him.” In the Church and through the sacred sacraments we live a 
continuous Pentecost. All are called according to their talents and ability to meet the Lord ’s calling, to become a fisher of 
men, to pursue them, so they know the true God and His Heavenly Kingdom.  Amen 
 

+ + + + + +  
 
Fishing as a commercial enterprise also means discernment – not everything that gets into the fishermen’s nets is equal-
ly valuable or good.  We are looking for humans, not fish, and so we have to be perceptive about those who are ready to 
hear the Gospel and those who are ready to come into the Church to themselves share in the fishers of men minis-
try.   Christ’s very invitation to the first disciples was to follow Him in order to be made into fishers of men.  The invitation 
to become “fishers of men” was the appeal of becoming a disciple of Christ from the beginning.   Our following Christ is 
not just self-serving (so I can get to the kingdom), but rather so that I can serve Christ by becoming part of the communi-
ty who are fishers of men. 
 
As fishers of men, we don’t need to travel to distant lands, for there are plenty of people all around us for us to do our 

work.  We all are to share in this ministry – to support one another in doing this work, to cooperate with each other.  The 

main tool of our fishing labour is love – love for God and for one another.  This is why it is possible for every Christian to 

do this work.            

-  Fr Ted Bobosh 

+ + + + + +  
 

It is only necessary to seek one thing: to be with Jesus. The man who remains with Jesus is rich,  
even if he is poor with regard to material things.  

Whoever desires the earthly more than the heavenly loses both the earthly and the heavenly.  
But whoever seeks the heavenly is Lord of the whole world.  

 
St. Ignatius Brianchaninov, Patericon 

 
 


