
 

CHRISTOS  ANESTI !     CHRIST  IS  ARISEN! 

SUNDAY 29 MAY  SUNDAY OF THE BLIND MAN,  John 9: 1- 38 
  7.30am 
    Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

2022 SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CLASSES   FOR  ALL  AGES   
(A free voluntary program organised by the Church) 

Lessons take place in the building behind the church and begin at 10.30am until Church dismissal.         
We have classes for ages ranging from 5yrs to teenage years.  Lessons are taught in a relaxed, friendly environment.                                                                                                 

Please bring your children along to learn of their rich Orthodox faith and come close to God and His Love. 

MONDAY 30  MAY 
 

  10.00am 
     Meeting of Elderly Citizens in Church Hall 

WEDNESDAY 1 JUNE 
Dismissal Feast of Pascha 

 7.30am 
     Orthros and Divine Liturgy   

THURSDAY  2 JUNE 
The Ascension of our                           

Lord Jesus Christ 

 7.30am 
     Orthros and Divine Liturgy   
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY  5 JUNE GOSPEL READING:   Matt. 4: 18-23 
EPISTLE READING:   Romans 2: 10–16 

0490 378 215 
 
 
Website:   
stvasiliosbrunswick.com 

 
 
 

Fr Athanasios and              
Fr Ephraim are available  
at the Church every                  
Monday to Friday            
between 4.00 and 6.00pm    
for Holy Confession and  
any spiritual need. 
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The Ascension of our Lord 

The Wednesday which follows the fifth Sunday after Easter is the day when, in liturgical terminology, we 'take leave' of the 

Easter feast. We commemorate the last day of the physical presence of the risen Christ amongst his disciples; and to honour 

this presence, to honour the Resurrection once more, the Church on this Wednesday repeats the service for Easter Sunday 

in its entirety. And now we have come to the fortieth day after Easter, the Thursday on which the Church celebrates the 

feast of the Ascension. 

The Lord Jesus passed forty days on earth after His Resurrection from the dead, appearing continually in various plac

es to His disciples, with whom He also spoke, ate, and drank, thereby further demonstrating His Resurrection. On this 

Thursday, the fortieth day after Pascha, He appeared again in Jerusalem. After He had first spoken to the disciples 

about many things, He gave them His last commandment, that is, that they go forth and proclaim His Name to all na

tions, beginning from Jerusalem. But He also commanded them that for the present, they were not to depart from Jeru

salem, but to wait there together until they receive power from on high, when the Holy Spirit would come upon them.                          

 
It is rare, if one has lived through the joy of Easter time sincerely, that one does not experience a certain constriction of 

the heart when the day of the Ascension comes. We know perfectly well that it is one of the very great Christian feasts, 

and yet, despite ourselves, it seems like a parting, a separation, and that after it, our Lord is not with us in quite the 

same way any longer. The disciples did not react like this. They could have been overwhelmed with grief, but, on the 

contrary, they ‘returned to Jerusalem with great joy’. We, too, can try and enter into this joy of the Ascension. Why does 

the Ascension bring joy to Christians? 

 
First of all, the glory of our Lord must be very precious to us, and the Ascension is the crown of his earthly mission. He 
has accomplished on earth the whole mission which he had received from the Father. It is to the Father that his whole 
being reaches out. Now he will receive from the Father the welcome that his victory over sin and death—a victory  

  8.00—9.00pm 

                                    TEENAGE YOUTH GROUP  
                               

                                    ALL TEENAGERS WELCOME    
Join the group and learn about your faith, make friends,                                          
enjoy refreshments, in a friendly, relaxing environment. 

  -  In Church Hall, upstairs behind the Church                                  

…../ 



gained so grievously—has merited for him. Now he will be glorified in heaven. The glory and the desire of our Lord are 

surely more important to us than the sort of ‘perceptible consolations’ that we might receive from his presence. Let us 
know how to love our Lord enough to rejoice in his own joy. 

Then the Ascension marks God’s acceptance of the Son’s whole work of reparation. The Resurrection was the first daz
zling sign of this acceptance, and Pentecost will be the last sign. The cloud which today envelopes Jesus and ascends 
with him to heaven represents the smoke of the sacrifice rising from the altar to God. The sacrifice is accepted, and the 
victim is admitted to God’s presence where it will continue to be offered in an eternal and heavenly manner. The work of 
our salvation has been accomplished and is blessed. 

Jesus does not return to his Father in isolation. It was the incorporeal Logos which came down among men. But today it is 
the Word made flesh, both true God and true man, who enters the kingdom of heaven. Jesus brings into it the human  
nature which he had assumed. He opens the door of the kingdom to humanity. As if by proxy, we take possession of the 
benefits which are offered and made possible to us. ‘[God] hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heav
enly places in Christ Jesus’. There are places destined for us in the kingdom, if we are faithful. Our presence is desired 
and awaited. 

The Ascension makes thoughts of heaven more immediate, more actual to us. Do we think of our permanent home often 
enough? For most Christians, life in heaven is no more than a supplement—of which they have but a very hazy notion—to 
life on earth. Life in heaven is seen somewhat as a postscript, an appendix, to a book whose text is formed by earthly life. 
But it is the opposite which is true. Our earthly life is but the preface to the book. Life in heaven will be its main text, and 
this text is endless. To make use of another image, our earthly life is but a tunnel, narrow, dark—and very short—which 
opens onto a magnificent, sunlit landscape. We think too much of what our life now is. We do not think enough of what it 
will be. ‘Men have not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye seen, O God…what he hath prepared for him 
that waiteth for him.’ At matins for this feast, we sing: ‘We who live in this world, let us feast like the angels…’. That is to 
say: let us open our minds more to the angels, and try to enter into their feelings, experiencing something of what they 
experience when the Son returns to the Father; let us go ahead in spirit and be near the Blessed Virgin Mary and the glo
rified saints, who will be our true co-citizens: ‘For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, 
the Lord Jesus Christ’. Our lives would be transformed if, from now on, we threw our hearts over the barrier, beyond this 
world, into the kingdom where is found not only our own true good but also the good of those whom we love. 

When the disciples had been separated from Jesus, they remained full of hope, for they knew that they were to receive 
the Spirit. ‘[He] commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father ’. The 
cloud surrounds Jesus, but this cloud is coloured already by the fire of Pentecost. Jesus, in going away from us, leaves in 
us an attitude which is one not of regret, but rather of joyous and trustful awaiting. 

Jesus’s departure has been both an act of benediction and an act of adoration, the one corresponding to the other: ‘And it 
came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven. And they worshipped him, 
and returned to Jerusalem with great joy’. This is what the feast of the Ascension should be to us. If Jesus withdraws with 
an act of blessing, and if we adore Jesus as he withdraws (we speak figuratively), we will get up filled with new power—
which comes from this adoration, this blessing—and we, like the apostles, will return ‘with great joy’. 

 

. . it is inconceivable how the great Lord of hosts could grant such favours to our nothingness 
and worthlessness. 
 
In order that you may move your will more easily to this one desire, in everything—to please (God and to work for His glo
ry alone—remind yourself’ often, that He has granted you many favours in the past and has shown you His love. He has 
created you out of nothing in His own likeness and image, and has made all other creatures your servants; He has deliv
ered you from your slavery to the devil, sending down not one of the angels but His Only-begotten Son to redeem you, not 
at the price of corruptible gold and silver, but by His priceless blood and His most painful and degrading death.  
 
Having done all this He protects you, every hour and every moment, from your enemies; He fights your battles by His di
vine grace; in His immaculate Mysteries He prepares the Body and Blood of His beloved Son for your food and protection. 
All this is a sign of God’s great favour and love for you; a favour so great that it is inconceivable how the great Lord of 
hosts could grant such favours to our nothingness and worthlessness. 
- from Unseen Warfare,  St. Theophan the Recluse and St. Nicodemus of the Holy Mountain  

 
 
St. John of Kronstadt: . . . . though you be sinful beyond measure, still pray. . . . 
 
“When you are praying, watch over yourself so that not only your outward man prays, but your inward one also. Though 
you be sinful beyond measure, still pray.  
Do not heed the devil’s provocation, craftiness, and despair, but overcome and conquer his wiles. Remember the abyss of 
the Saviour’s mercy and love to mankind. The devil will represent the Lord’s fact to you as terrible and unmerciful, reject
ing your prayer and repentance; but remember the Saviour’s own words, full of every hope and boldness for us:  
 
`Him that cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out’; and `Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden’ – with sins 
and iniquities, and wiles and calumnies of the devil – and I will give you rest.'” 
-  St. John of Kronstadt, My Life in Christ          

https://orthodoxchurchquotes.wordpress.com/2015/09/03/unseen-warfare-it-is-inconceivable-how-the-great-lord-of-hosts-could-grant-such-favours-to-our-nothingness-and-worthlessness/
https://orthodoxchurchquotes.wordpress.com/2015/09/03/unseen-warfare-it-is-inconceivable-how-the-great-lord-of-hosts-could-grant-such-favours-to-our-nothingness-and-worthlessness/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0913836524/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0913836524&linkCode=as2&tag=orthchurquot-20
https://orthodoxchurchquotes.wordpress.com/2014/01/13/st-john-of-kronstadt-though-you-be-sinful-beyond-measure-still-pray/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0884650189/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0884650189&linkCode=as2&tag=orthchurquot-20

