
 

 

 

SUNDAY 5 SEPTEMBER 
 

11th SUNDAY OF MATTHEW,  Matthew 18:  23-35 
 8.00am—Orthros and Divine Liturgy  
 

WEDNESDAY 8 SEPTEMBER 
Nativity of Most Holy  Theotokos 

 8.00am—Orthros and Divine Liturgy  

2021 SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CLASSES   FOR  ALL  AGES   
(A free voluntary program organised by the Church) 

Lessons take place in the building behind the church and begin at 10.30am until Church  dismissal.         
We have classes for ages ranging from 5yrs to teenage years.  Lessons are taught in a relaxed, friendly environment.                                                                                                 

Please bring your children along to learn of their rich Orthodox faith and come close to God and His Love. 

SUNDAY 12 SEPTEMBER GOSPEL READING:  John 3: 13-17  
EPISTLE READING:   Galatians 6: 11-18 

0490 378 215 
 
 

Website:   
stvasiliosbrunswick.com 

 
 
 

Fr Athanasios and              
Fr Ephraim are available  
at the Church every                  
Monday to Friday            
between 4.00 and 6.00pm    
for Holy Confession and  
any spiritual need. 
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The first Great Feast to fall in the Church Year is the Nativity of the Most-Holy Theotokos. It is entirely fitting that at the 
beginning of the new religious year all Orthodox Christians should come before the highest example of human holiness 
that the Orthodox Church holds precious and venerates that of Mary, the Theotokos and Mother of God. This day is seen 
as one of universal joy; for on this day the boundary of the Old and New Covenants was born the Most-Blessed  Virgin, 
pre-arranged from the ages by Divine Providence to serve the mystical Incarnation of God the Word. 
 
The first Old Testament Reading of Vespers (Gen. 28:10-17) speaks of the dream of Jacob, one of the Old Testament Pa-
triarchs, when he fled the wrath of his brother Esau. He saw a ladder extending from earth to heaven, with angels as-
cending and descending. When he awoke, Jacob blessed with oil the stone on which he had slept and called it Bethel, 
meaning house of God. The Most-Pure Mother of God is seen here as that ladder between heaven and earth, uniting 
earth with heaven in her womb. She who carried God in her womb is truly Bethel, none other than the house of 
God...and the gate of heaven (Gen. 28:17). 
The birth of the Most-Holy Theotokos took place in the following manner: Her father, the Righteous Joachim, was a de-
scendant of King David, to whom God had promised that from the seed of his descendants would be born the Saviour of 
the world. Her mother, the Righteous Anna, was the daughter of Matthan, and through her father was of the tribe of 
Aaron and through her mother was of the tribe of Judah. The spouses lived in Nazareth of Galilee. 
 

Joachim and Anna had no children, and all their life they grieved about this, especially since they were now in old age. 
Scorn and mockery was their lot, for at that time childlessness was reckoned as a shame. But they never murmured and 
only the more fervently beseeched God, humbly trusting in His Will.                                                              …../ 

                              The Nativity of the Most-Holy Theotokos   (September 8) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Once, during the time of a great Feast, the offering which Joachim took to Jerusalem to offer to God in the Temple, was 
not received by the priest, who reckoned that a childless man was not worthy to bring a sacrifice to God. This greatly 
grieved the old man and he, counting himself only a sinner among men, decided not to return home, but to flee to a 
place of solitude in a deserted place. 
 

Anna, having heard how her husband had been humiliated by the priest, began to fast, and in prayer sadly beseeched 
God to grant her a child. In the wilderness, secluded and fasting, Joachim also prayed to God about this. 
The prayers of the Holy Spouses were heard. The angel Gabriel came to them and announced that a daughter would be 
born to them, whom the whole human race would call blessed. At the command of the Heavenly Messenger, Joachim 
and Anna returned to Jerusalem where, according to the promise of God, a daughter was born to them, whom they 
named Mary. 
 

This child, the Most-Holy Virgin Mary, pure and virtuous, surpassed not only all men, but even the angels, being mani-
fested as the Living Temple, the Heavenly Gate, ushering in Christ to the Universe as the Salvation of our souls. The   
Nativity of the Mother of God pre-announced the approaching time when the great and comforting promise of God 
concerning the salvation of the human race from the slavery of the devil was to be accomplished. The Mother of the 
First-Born of all Creation was revealed to all of us as a merciful Intercessor to whom we perpetually run for help in all 
things. 
 

Troparion of the Feast  
Your Nativity, O Virgin, has proclaimed joy to the whole universe! The Sun of Righteousness, Christ our God, has shone 

from you,       O Theotokos! By annulling the curse, He bestowed a blessing. By destroying death,                                                   
He has granted us eternal life. 

 
Kontakion of the Feast  

By your Nativity, O Most-Pure Virgin, Joachim and Anna are freed from barrenness; Adam and Eve, from the corruption 
of death. And we, your people, freed from the guilt of sin, celebrate and sing to you: The barren woman gives birth to 

the Theotokos, the Nourisher of our Life. 
 

 
 

Forgiveness and the Healing of the Soul: Homily for the 11th Sunday of Matthew in the Orthodox Church 

Sometimes the truth has to come to us in an unusual way in order to get our attention.   That is because most of us are 
really good at hearing only what we want to hear and seeing only what we want to see.  Unfortunately, that means we 
are skilled in ignoring uncomfortable truths, including the simple teaching of our Lord that we must forgive others if we 
want God to forgive us.  In today’s gospel text, Jesus Christ spoke a very disturbing parable that should make that truth 
clear to us all. 

A servant owed his ruler more money than he could possibly earn in his entire life.  When he could not pay, the master 
was ready to sell him and his entire family in order to cover the debt.  But the servant begged for more time to pay, and 
the master showed mercy even beyond his request.  He actually forgave the huge debt; the man then owed nothing and 
he and his family were safe from punishment of any kind. This was an unbelievably good turn of events for the servant 
and his family. 

Then that same servant found another servant who owed him a much smaller sum of money.  Since the second man did 
not have enough to pay the debt, the first servant had him put in prison until he could pay.  He refused to show him 
even a small measure of mercy or patience. When the king heard about it, he was enraged that the man to whom he 
had forgiven so much would be so cruel to his fellow servant.  So the king put the first servant in prison until he could 
pay all that he owed.  The Lord ended this parable with the harsh warning: “So My heavenly Father also will do to you if 
each of you, from his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses.” 

This parable gets our attention because we all find it hard to forgive at least some of the people who have wronged or 
offended us in the course of our lives.  Regardless of whether the wrongs occurred days, years, or decades ago, it is diffi-
cult to forgive. At times we actually enjoy holding grudges against others; maybe it serves our pride to think that we are 
better than those who have wronged us, and thus justified in looking down on them.  We sometimes hate our tendency 
to remember past offenses, but unpleasant memories can play over and over in our minds, inflame our passions, and 
make us feel powerless against them. 

Like everything else in the Christian life, forgiveness is a process of healing as we participate more fully in the life of  

…../ 



Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Notice that the Lord concluded the parable by saying that we must forgive  
others from  our hearts, from the depths of our souls.   

Though it is a necessary and important first step, simply putting on a good face and not striking back is just the begin-
ning of the journey.  Our goal is not only to be a bit better at self-control, but to be fully reconciled with our neigh-
bours, to be so filled with love that we forgive and forget, and show them the same mercy that the Lord has shown 
us with a pure and whole heart.  When we realize how far we are from fulfilling that high goal, our need for His mer-
cy should become all the more clear. 

Even as we always want God to forgive us when we sin, there is no limit to the forgiving, reconciling love that He calls 
us to give our enemies.  When St. Peter asked how many times he was to forgive his brother who sinned against him, 
maybe seven times, Christ said, no, ‘seventy times seven.” (Matt. 18:22) In other words, we should always forgive; 
there is never a point where the Christian becomes justified in judging, condemning, and refusing to show mercy. We 
are instead to be perfect as our Heavenly Father is perfect in His providential love, care, and blessing for the just and 
the unjust. (Matt. 5:48) 

None of us is anywhere near fulfilling that divine calling, but we must not give up and despair about our struggle to 
forgive others.  Instead, we must remember that to be a Christian means to participate personally in the life of the 
Holy Trinity by grace.  Jesus Christ brings us into eternal life such that we share in His victory over sin and death.  Al-
ready in this life, in the world as we know it, the holiness, mercy, and love of the Lord must become active in us, must 
become characteristic of us as unique persons as we find greater healing for our souls. 

The more we participate in Him, the more we will extend His forgiveness to those who have wronged us.  If we re-
fuse to do so, however, we refuse Christ and reject His mercy.  And when we refuse Him, we condemn only ourselves. 

In moments of anger and pain, it is usually much easier to judge, hate, and condemn than to love and forgive.  Ever 
since the fall of Adam and Eve, we humans have distorted our relationships with one another, allowing fear, judg-
ment, and insecurity to divide us.  Early in the book of Genesis, their descendent Lamech brags that he will avenge 
himself seventy-seven fold. (Gen. 4:24) In other words, he was like a bloodthirsty gangster who never showed mercy 
to anyone.  We are not that far gone, but we probably do find it beyond our present strength to forgive seventy times 
seven as Christ forgives us. 

Like any other area of weakness in the Christian life, our struggle to forgive must begin with a sincere confession that 
we hold a grudge against someone else. So we must ask for God’s forgiveness and help in being healed.  We must 
also pray for those who have offended us, asking God’s blessings on them.  And when we are tempted to remember 
what they have done or to judge them, we must immediately turn our attention to the Jesus Prayer and remem-
brance of our own need for forgiveness from the Lord, and from those whom we have offended throughout the 
course of our lives.  We are not the blameless judges of others, but those who stand in constant need of grace, mer-
cy, and healing together with those who have wronged us. 

It is a long struggle, but if we consistently turn away from unholy thoughts, they will lose their power over us.  “Resist 
the devil and he will flee from you.” (James 4:7) The less attention we give to our temptations, the more they will di-
minish.  The challenge is harder if the others involved in these relationships continue offending us.  But remember 
what the one who told us to forgive seventy times seven said from the cross, “Father, forgive them for they know not 
what they do.” (Luke 23:34) There is no limit to the forgiving love of Jesus Christ.  And if we are in Him, there can be 
no limit on our forgiveness either.  We who want His mercy must show it to others.  Otherwise, we reject Him and 
condemn ourselves. 

Every human being bears the image of God, including our enemies.   In that we have done something harmful to any-
one, we have done it to the Lord.    Remember the words of St. John: “If someone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his 
brother, he is a liar.”  (1 John 4:20) It is only by the power of the Holy Spirit in our hearts and souls that we will be able 
to live out our love of God in relation to every human being we encounter. 

The more we share in His life, the more His mercy will become characteristic of us in relation to our enemies.  We fool 
only ourselves by thinking that we may accept His forgiveness without also showing that same forgiveness to our 
neighbours.  If we do that, we will become the hypocritical judges of others, like the servant in today’s parable who 
shut himself out of his master’s mercy.  Whether we acknowledge it or not, that is who we risk becoming every time 
that we refuse to extend the great forgiveness that we have received in Jesus Christ to those who have wronged 
us.  So let us all convey our Lord’s mercy to our enemies, for that is how we open ourselves to the grace that we all 
desperately need for the healing of our souls. 

- Fr. Philip LeMasters  

https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/easternchristianinsights/author/easternchristianinsights/

