
 

 

 

SUNDAY 8 AUGUST 
 

7th SUNDAY OF MATTHEW,  Matthew 9: 27-35 
  8.00am—Orthros and Divine Liturgy  
  5.00pm— Paraklesis to the Theotokos 
 

2021 SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CLASSES   FOR  ALL  AGES   
(A free voluntary program organised by the Church) 

Lessons take place in the building behind the church and begin at 10.30am until Church  dismissal.         
We have classes for ages ranging from 5yrs to teenage years.  Lessons are taught in a relaxed, friendly environment.                                                                                                 

Please bring your children along to learn of their rich Orthodox faith and come close to God and His Love. 

PLEASE NOTE: 

 

 5.00pm 
     PARAKLESIS TO THE THEOTOKOS will take place daily   
     except on 14th August which will be Vespers for Dormition of the     
     Theotokos. 

SUNDAY 15 AUGUST GOSPEL READING:   Luke 10: 38-42, 11: 27-28 
EPISTLE READING:   Philippians 2: 5-11 

0490 378 215 
 
 

Website:   
stvasiliosbrunswick.com 

 
 
 

Fr Athanasios and              
Fr Ephraim are available  
at the Church every                  
Monday to Friday            
between 4.00 and 6.00pm    
for Holy Confession and  
any spiritual need. 

GREEK  ORTHODOX  ARCHDIOCESE  OF  AUSTRALIA 
PARISH  OF  ST  VASILIOS,  BRUNSWICK, VICTORIA 

SUNDAY  8 AUGUST 2021 

Volume 10, Issue 22 
WEEK  08/08—14/08/2021

       Parish Information Bulletin 

   Program for  8—14 August 2021 

              

   Transfigured Sight and Speech: Homily for the Seventh Sunday after Pentecost and the Seventh Sunday of Matthew         

It has never been hard to find people who view Jesus Christ in a many different ways.  Some use His name as a curse word 
or otherwise mock Him.  Some make Him in their own image as an advocate of whatever agenda they prize most in 
life.  Some view Him as a teacher or prophet to be admired, but not as the Son of God to be worshiped. Today’s gospel 
reading presents Him in a radically different way as One Who restores sight to blind beggars and the ability to speak to a 
man who had been possessed by a demon. Christ is not simply a miracle worker, of course, but the Saviour of the world 
Who, as St. Paul wrote, has welcomed us for the glory of God. 

We celebrated the feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord, when the spiritual eyes of Peter, James, and John were opened 
to behold Christ’s divine glory to the extent that human beings are able to do so.  The blind beggars in our gospel reading 
were Jews who asked for mercy from the Son of David, a Jewish term for the Messiah, who they believed to be a very right-
eous human being who could work miracles.  Even though their faith was far from perfect, as symbolized by their blind-
ness, the Lord had mercy on them and restored their sight.  The Transfiguration displays the full meaning of this miracle, 
for the God-Man enables us not merely to see the things of this world, but to know His divine glory.  Like the beggars, the 
disciples were Jews who had expected a purely human Messiah, not the Son of God.  Though they did not understand Who 
He was until after His resurrection, they also received their sight from the Lord when their souls were flooded with the bril-
liant light of His divinity. 

We recently began the Dormition Fast, which leads to the feast of the falling asleep in Christ of the Most Holy Theotokos on 
August 15.  Her life on earth ended, but three days after her burial the tomb was found to be empty, as she was the first to 
follow her Son into the heavenly kingdom as a whole person:  body, soul, and spirit.  During this period, we abstain from 
the richest and most satisfying foods and devote ourselves to intensified prayer because we want to become more like the 
Theotokos, the first and model Christian who received the Saviour into her life in a unique way and stands as a shining ex-
ample for us all.  If we want to behold the light of Christ from the depths of our souls, we must humble ourselves and be-
come blind to the temptation to find the ultimate meaning and purpose of our lives anywhere other than in Him. 

                …../ 

When you are about to pray to our Lady the Holy Virgin . . . 
When you are about to pray to our Lady the Holy Virgin, be firmly assured, before praying,              

that you will not depart from her without having received mercy.                                                             
To think thus and to have confidence in her is meet and right.                                                               

She is, the All-Merciful Mother of the All-Merciful God, the Word, and her mercies,                                      
incalculably great and innumerable, have been declared from all ages by all Christian Churches; 

she is, indeed, an abyss of mercies and bounties, as is said of Her in the canon of Odigitry.” 
+ St. John of Kronstadt 

http://www.orthodoxchurchquotes.com/2015/08/15/st-john-of-kronstadt-when-you-are-about-to-pray-to-our-lady-the-holy-virgin/


That is precisely what the Theotokos did by saying “Behold the handmaid of the Lord, let it be to me according to your word” in 
response to the message of the Archangel Gabriel that God had chosen her to be the virgin mother of His Son.   In that moment, 
she opened her life fully and completely to Him.  Despite seeing Christ rejected and killed, the Theotokos always remained 
faithful, refusing to abandon Him at His crucifixion and being one of the myrrh-bearing women who went to anoint His dead 
body.  She was the first to hear from the angel the news of resurrection, even as she was obviously the first to hear of His incar-
nation in her womb.  Especially during the Dormition Fast, we focus on becoming like her in spiritual vision. 

In today’s gospel reading, the Lord also cast a demon out of a man and restored his ability to speak.  This fellow was a Gentile, 
which is why the people responded, “’Never was anything like this seen in Israel,’” while “the Pharisees said, ‘He casts out de-
mons by the prince of demons.’” St. Paul made clear to the Christians in Rome, both Jewish and Gentile in heritage, that 
“together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  No longer enslaved to idolatry with 
their mouths unable to glorify God, Gentiles may know and glorify the Lord every bit as much as the descendants of Abraham, 
for the ancient promises extend to all who have faith in the Messiah.  The Holy Spirit has united the divided tongues of the tow-
er of Babel such that people of all cultures and backgrounds may join together in the praise of God as members of the house-
hold of faith. 

Sight and speech are both profoundly important human abilities.  Christ restored sight to many blind people and often used 
images of light, darkness, and vision to convey the good news of salvation.  The point was not simply to describe the im-
portance of seeing things in this world, but ultimately to call us to know Him through union in holiness from the depths of our 
souls.  Precisely because she was so radiant with the divine light, the Theotokos could proclaim the prophetic words of 
the Magnificat, which begins:  “My soul magnifies the Lord; And my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour; Because He has regarded 
the lowliness of His handmaid; For behold, henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.” She spoke truthfully in light of her 
spiritual clarity and experiential knowledge of God. 

Except when we fall into hypocrisy, our words generally reveal the true state of our souls.  Perhaps that is why the Scriptures 
contain many warnings about the dangers associated with running our mouths.  We read in the Psalms, “Set a watch, O Lord, 
before my mouth; keep the door of my lips.” (Ps. 141:3)   Christ taught that we will have to give an account for every idle word 
that we speak, “For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.”  (Matt. 12:36) It is not what 
goes into our mouths, but what comes out of them that defiles us. (Matt. 15:11)  As St. James wrote, the tongue is small, pow-
erful, and very difficult to control: “It corrupts the whole body, sets the whole course of one’s life on fire, and is itself set on fire 
by hell.” (Jas. 3:6)  When we speak words of cursing, condemnation, and corruption, we reveal our spiritual blindness, our lack 
of full transparency before God. 

Of course, we should monitor our speech as best we can, and it is better to keep our mouths shut when we have an evil 
thought about someone than to share it with them or others.     More fundamentally, however, we should see our wicked 
words as a symptom of the sickness of our souls.  In order to gain the spiritual integrity to speak only in ways that glorify God 
and bless others, the light of Christ must fill our hearts.  We must become radiant with the gracious divine energies if we are to 
speak in a way that manifests the holiness of God. 

Let us use the Dormition Fast to become more like the Theotokos in receptivity to the Lord as we unite ourselves to Him in holi-
ness.  We must be transfigured from the depths of our souls, as she is, if we are to gain the strength necessary to glorify God 
and bless our neighb0uors in all that we say and do.  That is why we must humble ourselves by fasting in order to gain strength 
to redirect our hearts from gratification of self-centred desire to their true fulfilment in God.  That is why we must become fully 
present before God in prayer each day as we open ourselves to His presence in our lives.  That is why we must focus on serving 
our neighbours and not on pleasing ourselves.  That is why we must confess and repent of sins that keep us wedded to the 
darkness.  By persistently orienting ourselves to God in this way, we will become more personally receptive to the gracious di-
vine energies and gain the spiritual clarity to behold the glory of the Lord and to speak and act accordingly.   The Feast of 
Christ’s Transfiguration calls each of us to nothing less than to be transfigured in holiness and shine brilliantly by grace with the 
light of heaven. Let us look to the Theotokos as the greatest example of a human being doing precisely that. 

      - Fr Philip LeMasters  

 

- on the secrets revealed 
'There is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; and hid, that shall not be known' (Matt. 10:26). 
There is one eye, my brethren, that never sleeps. That is the eye of God. There are in heaven, my brethren, more eyes than there are 
stars in the heavenly vault. These are the eyes of the angels. No curtain or wall or darkness can conceal any sort of secret on earth 
from these eyes. All is open and clear before the all-seeing God and His holy angels. He who believes that the works of men can be 
hidden becomes an evil-doer. So thought the Jewish elders, who prepared their evil designs against Christ the Lord in secret; to go 
after Him secretly, to judge Him secretly in the darkness of night; secretly to appoint and bribe false witnesses, like Judas, and secret-
ly to condemn Him. Where are their secrets today? They have become public to the whole world. A man can more easily conceal 
something from the air than from the sight of God. All the secrets of the human race, whether good or bad, are revealed before God; 
and a great number of these secrets God reveals to the whole world by His providence. People who can grasp this truth - that God 
sees all and knows all - vigilantly keep themselves from evil thoughts in the secret places of their hearts, and from works of wicked-
ness. Whenever your heart is drawn down into evil, O man, remember these words, which are not of man but of God: 'There is noth-
ing hid that shall not be known.' And you who do good in secret, do not falter; every good deed of yours is written in heaven and will 
be revealed in its own time. 
O all-seeing Lord, help us and save us. To Thee be glory and praise for ever. Amen.         —Prologue from Ochrid, St Nikolai Velimirovic 


