
SERMON FOR THE BEGINNING OF HOLY WEEK AND THE RAISING OF LAZARUS 

By the grace of God, we have completed the Fast, and have now set our foot on the bridge leading from Great Lent to 

Holy Week. 

Holy Week is called “Holy and Great Week,” or simply “Great Week” (Μεγάλη Ἑβδομάς), and is “great,” in the words of 

St. John Chrysostom, because “great and ineffable mysteries take place during this week.” 

This is a time when the whole Church gathers together, when the whole Church celebrates the passion and resurrection 

of the Lord – and the overture, as it were, the prologue to the week, consists of two feasts: the Raising of Lazarus and 

Palm Sunday. 

These two feasts, like all the feasts of the Church, do not have the primary purpose of recalling a historical event from 

the past, instead they have a deeper spiritual aspect. 

These are also days of great grace – but to what extent we experience this grace is up to us – it depends on the degree 

of our preparation, one how much we prayed, how much we fasted, how much we struggled, how much we loved, so 

that we might hear what God is saying within us 

The raising of Lazarus points to the Church’s faith in the general resurrection of all people – την κοινήν ανάστασιν προ 

του σου πάθους πιστούμενος – and if there is no resurrection of the dead, as St. Paul says, if Christ has not been raised, 

then our faith is in vain (1 Cor 15:14). 

It is hope in the resurrection that enables us to live, that enables us to endure the trials that life brings us – otherwise 

our life is tragic and futile, because all our works, efforts, and accomplishments will be destroyed by death, swept away 

by time, as if we had never existed at all. 

We have lost the sense of a life lived in the hope and expectation and experience of the resurrection – we’ve limited 

ourselves to worldly things; we don’t live in the light and perspective of the resurrection. 

Most of us are just as troubled, stressed, confused and as lost as everyone else in society, and so people look at us and 

say, “Christians are no different than we are, why should we become Christian, or believe in Christ?” 

To the contrary, St Silouan once said: “Christ, don’t give me more joy, or else my heart will break!” But what do we say? 

“Christ, don’t give me any more stress, problems, or difficulties, or else my heart will break!” Do you see the difference? 

We’ve been going to church for so many years – but do we have this joy within us? If not, we need to seek out the 

reasons, the causes, and we will discover, as St Maximos the Confessor says, that the cause is that our bond with Christ, 

our connection with him, is weak. 

But even when we are dead, in the very midst of our darkness and death, Christ comes to us, just as He came to the 

grave of Lazarus. When you hear that He raised Lazarus, and when you hear that He descended into hell to free the souls 

that were there, don’t think that this is something that happened only a long time ago. 

The heart is a tomb, and deep within it are buried our thoughts, and our mind – our intellect, the core of who we are – 

is buried and imprisoned in heavy darkness. And so Christ comes to those souls who call upon him, who cry out to him, 

and He descends into the depths of their heart – He removes the heavy stone, the weight that oppresses the soul; He 

opens the tomb and resurrects us, for we were truly dead, and He leads us out of the darkness and into His own light. 

Let us not be like that disciple who did not believe in the resurrection, which means he did not believe in the possibility 

of his own resurrection, of the resurrection of virtue and knowledge and new life within himself. His name means 

“double,” for he was double-minded, which means he doubted, and what he doubted was the resurrection of Christ 

within his heart. 

Let us live in the joy and the blessing of the presence of God – the joy of the resurrection, the joy of Pascha – none of 

us should miss this! – We can’t let Bright Monday be just another day, when we go back to talking about … the weather, 

because all the other joys in life fade in comparison to the joy of the resurrection; all the other joys will fade, grow old, 

break into pieces, slip through our fingers, and leave us alone and empty – but not this one – just as Christ said: “Now 

you have sorrow, but I will see you again, and your heart will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you” (John 

16:22).          This is the joy of Pascha! 

- Fr Maximos Constas    
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THE RESURRECTION - EXCLUSIVE TO CHRISTIANITY 

Never and nowhere, in any false religion or human philosophy, has anyone ever given any thought – whether 

seriously or in jest – that it could ever be possible to vanquish the most undesirable intruder in man’s life and 

our worst enemy – death – which is undoubtedly the supreme form of anguish in the present lifetime. 

Christ’s Resurrection, which had abolished Death, has the common resurrection of all the dead as its 

immediate outcome. This is a truth that is genuinely Christian. It was not coined by the Disciples of Christ – 

those simple fishermen who obviously were not predisposed for philosophies and theories.  Victory over 

death is not a human invention; it is the work and the revelation of the Holy, Glorious, Triune God for the sake 

of fallen mankind. 

Never has anyone in antiquity – from the wisest, the most intellectual, scientific, fanciful, romantic, to the most 

naive, lying, story-telling individual – ever considered that it would be possible to defeat death.  It has never 

been mentioned - not even in fairy tales.  It didn’t even exist as nostalgia, and not because people would not 

have desired it – quite the opposite. Quite simply, they regarded it as something so elusive, that they never 

dared to desire it or to even think of it.  And we all know how in life we usually desire those things that we 

have some - even if only the slightest - possibility of attaining, or have seen others attain them… 

Christianity is not a mere teaching; it primarily involves tangible and secured facts, from within which 

automatically springs forth the truth, without words - at least of its core teaching regarding God, mankind, 

the world, etc..  In the present instance, the Resurrection of Christ will have as its consequence the resurrection 

of the dead.  Since Christ had foretold that He would rise from the dead and did in fact rise, and He had also 

said that we too would be resurrected, then, given that the former was realized, it is certain that the latter will 

also take place, since both are humanly impossible.  

The Resurrection of Christ is doubly secured: both by prophecy and by history, therefore it is the most certain 

of facts in mankind’s history. That is why, over and over again, many times, Christ is Risen!  He is truly Risen!   

- Archimandrite Arsenios Katerelos  

 

 

 

 "I will not forget you! See, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands..." 

Isaiah 49:15-16 

    

"It is not possible to represent and to think of the cross without love. Where the cross is, there is love. In 

church you see crosses everywhere and on everything, in order that everything should remind you that you 

are in the temple of the God of love, the temple of love crucified for us." 

St. John of Kronstadt 
 


