
Lazarus Saturday 
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. Christ is in our midst! He is and shall be!  
Lazarus Saturday marks the beginning of Holy Week – the final week in our Lord’s earthly life and ministry before His crucifixion. In terms of our 
Lord’s ministry, this miracle – the raising of Lazarus from the dead – this miracle is the “miracle of miracles.” This is the moment when everyone 
knows who He is. Many people had gathered at the house of Mary and Martha to be with them during the period of mourning for their brother 
Lazarus. We hear at the end of the Gospel reading that many had come to be with Mary and Martha, the people saw what Jesus had done, and 
they believed on Him.  
If you continue reading the rest of the chapter, you’ll also hear this:  
“But some of them went their ways to the Pharisees, and told them what things Jesus had done. Then gathered the chief priests and the Pharisees 
a council, and said, What do we? For this man doeth many miracles. If we let him thus alone, all men will believe on him: and the Romans shall 
come and take away both our place and nation. And one of them, named Caiaphas, being the high priest that same year, said unto them, Ye know 
nothing at all, Nor consider that it is expedient for us, that one man should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not. And this 
spake he not of himself: but being high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus should die for that nation; And not for that nation only, but that 
also he should gather together in one the children of God that were scattered abroad. Then from that day forth they took counsel together for to 
put him to death.” (John 11:46-53)  
The leaders of the Temple had been unsure of what to do with Jesus until this point, but now that He has performed a public miracle with so 
many witnesses and such magnitude as raising one from the dead, they make their decision to put Him to death. They don’t care if He’s the Mes-
siah; they don’t care that He might be the Messiah; in fact, they know that He’s doing all of the things that the Messiah was prophesied to do. 
Their concern is not for their God or for their faith, their concern is for their own self-preservation. And so they make the decision, after our Lord 
has raised a man four days dead from the tomb, to find a time and a place to put Him to death.                                                                   …../ 

 

SUNDAY 18 APRIL       5th  Sunday of Lent,  St Mary of Egypt, Mark 10: 32-45 
    7.30am 
      Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

2021 SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CLASSES   FOR  ALL  AGES   
(A free voluntary program organised by the Church) 

Lessons take place in the building behind the church and begin at 10.30am  until Church  dismissal.         
We have classes for ages ranging from 5yrs to teenage years.  Lessons are taught in a relaxed, friendly environment.                                                                                                 

Please bring your children along to learn of their rich Orthodox faith and come close to God and His Love. 

MONDAY 19 APRIL 
 

     8.45am  
       Service of Holy Unction 
     10.00am 
       Meeting of Elderly Citizens in Church Hall.   
     5.00pm 
       Service of Great Compline  

TUESDAY 20 APRIL     5.00pm                                                                                               
       Service of Great Compline  

WEDNESDAY 21 APRIL     8.00am 
       Service of Pre-sanctified Liturgy 
     5.00pm                                                                                               
       Service of Great Compline  

THURSDAY 22 APRIL 
 
 

    5.00pm 
       Service of Great Compline       
 

 

FRIDAY 23 APRIL     5.00pm 

      Service of Small Compline and Canon of Lazarus 

SATURDAY  24 APRIL 
Saturday of Lazarus 

    7.30am 
      Orthros and Divine Liturgy 
    5.00pm                                                                                               
       Service of Great Vespers for Palm Sunday 

SUNDAY 25 APRIL GOSPEL READING:  John 12: 1-18 
EPISTLE READING:  Philippians 4: 4-9 

0490 378 215 
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stvasiliosbrunswick.com 

 
 
 

Fr Athanasios and              
Fr Ephraim are available  
at the Church every                  
Monday to Friday            
between 4.00 and 6.00pm    
for Holy Confession and  
any spiritual need. 
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Salvation                    
begins                         

and ends                   
with humility. 

St John Chrysostom 

 7.30—8.30pm 

                                    TEENAGE YOUTH GROUP  
                               

                                    ALL TEENAGERS WELCOME    
Join the group and learn about your faith, make friends,                                          
enjoy refreshments, in a friendly, relaxing environment. 

   : In Church Hall, upstairs behind the Church                                  



There are really two points I’d like us to keep in mind and to think on coming from this morning’s reading and events:  
 
1 – Prepare today to hear the cries of Hosannah tomorrow. When Jesus enters the Holy City of Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, the people greet Him as a 
king because they’ve heard about the miracle of the raising of Lazarus. And don’t only prepare yourselves to hear their worship, but prepare also to 
hear how the people will quickly turn and betray Him, which will lead to the other gruesome events of Holy Week. The people’s faith in Christ is a 
shallow one – a sort of hero worship based on a single powerful event – this type of shallow faith fails and collapses under even the least bit of exter-
nal pressure.  
2 – Remember the plight and the actions of the priests and the Pharisees. They are educated and the leaders of the faith, but by their actions they 
show that in fact they don’t care for God at all. This can also be a very real temptation for us – to get comfortable with life in this world and to live as 
though God is not there at all. In the services of this week, we step into the final week in the life of our Saviour. The services remind us constantly of 
His love for us, and of how we repaid that love with torture and death. The services make us uncomfortable, they remind us that God is there and that 
we live in a constant tension between the way of the Cross and the way of the world, and that discomfort is good – it helps us keep a clear focus on 
the things in this life that are truly important.  
I encourage us all to attend the services this week, to listen to the readings, and to walk with the Lord and God of all creation as He prepares to shed 
His blood and to die for us and for our salvation. Remembering at all times that just as Lazarus was raised from the dead, our Lord’s death ultimately 
leads to His Holy Resurrection, which is also the fruit that God wishes to bestow upon us all – a glorious resurrection to life in His kingdom.  Glory to 
Jesus Christ! Glory forever!        -  Priest Matthew Jackson, Word Press 
 
 

  

5th  Sunday of Lent,  St Mary of Egypt, Mark 10: 32-45 
 

Jesus Christ Makes Great Saints Out of Even the Worst Sinners:  
 

            We have all had the experience of falling short of our own goals, our hopes, and our values.  We have all said, done, and thought 
the wrong thing on more than one occasion.  We all know what it is to be embarrassed and disappointed about our failings, and to be 
ashamed to acknowledge what we have done. 
 

So we can imagine how James and John felt when Christ corrected them for asking to be His favourites in the coming Kingdom.  The 
Lord had just told the disciples that He would suffer and die, but these two disciples would not hear the Lord’s message.  They insisted 
on thinking in terms of a worldly, political kingdom on this earth, and they wanted really good positions of authority when Jesus Christ 
came into power, not unlike the politicians of our day. 
 

“You do not know what you are asking,” our Saviour said to them.  For to follow Him into the Kingdom will require that they drink the 
cup and undergo the baptism of suffering and death.  This is the way of complete self-sacrifice for the Kingdom, not of grasping for 
earthly authority and status. The other disciples were understandably angry when they heard that James and John were jockeying for 
position, and the Lord reminded the whole group that humble service, not domination, is the way to life eternal.   “For even the Son of 
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”  On that day, James and John surely had to face 
up to their failure to live up to the teaching and example of Jesus Christ, and then to make things right both with the Lord and their  
fellow disciples. 
 

On this fifth Sunday of Great Lent, we remember St. Mary of Egypt, someone who also came to see that she had fallen short of the 
Lord’s expectations.  Mary was a nymphomaniac and a prostitute, totally enslaved to her own perverse sexual passions.   Her life was 
truly an obscene scandal, but everything changed when an invisible force prevented her from entering the Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
in Jerusalem.  She then asked humbly for the help of the Theotokos , entered the church to venerate the Holy Cross, and obeyed a di-
vine command to spend the rest of her life in repentance and strict asceticism as a hermit in the desert.   When the monk Zosima    
stumbled upon her almost 50 years later, he was amazed at her holiness.  But like all the saints, she was aware only of her sins and her 
ongoing need for God’s mercy. 
 

When Mary of Egypt prayed before the icon of the Theotokos, she acknowledged for the first time the sad truth about her life.   She had 
heard in the past that Jesus Christ came to save sinners, and now she knew that she was one.  And that humble confession was the be-
ginning of a life of such holiness that we devote a Sunday in Lent each year to her memory.  Have you ever noticed that we do not hide 
repentant sinners in our church? Instead, we put them on icons and sing about them for they are such wonderful examples of the kind 
of people we hope to become by God’s mercy. 
 

Mary of Egypt, like James and John, had to acknowledge the truth about her failings.  These disciples had wanted only power and she 
had wanted only pleasure.  But they all eventually accepted the Lord’s correction of their faults and became saints, people whose lives 
shine brightly with holiness.  As we near the end of Lent, let us follow their example by honestly confessing our sins both in the Sacra-
ment of Confession and in our daily private prayers.  For nothing that we have thought, said, or done is beyond forgiveness by the mer-
cy of Christ.  No damage that we have done to ourselves or others is beyond His healing.  No human being is beyond repentance; and, 
yes, that includes people like you and me. 
 

So take heart and keep hope alive.  The same Lord who patiently corrected power-hungry disciples and who made a great saint out of a 
grossly immoral woman has plans for us also.  And they involve a life of righteousness which we will find by repentance, by humbly 
setting right what has gone wrong in our lives, by accepting His correction and finding healing for the self-inflicted wounds that we all 
bear.  Yes, in Christ Jesus there is hope for us all, no matter what we have done or left undone. 
 

Now, so near the end of Lent, it is time to get over our pride and embarrassment, our slavery to our self-serving illusions, and to take 
the medicine of confession and repentance as we  get ready to follow our Saviour into the deep mystery of His cross and empty 
tomb.  He drank that cup because of our sins, and we will only be able to follow Him on that blessed journey if we open ourselves in 
humility to His merciful healing and strength. 
-  Fr. Philip LeMasters  

https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/easternchristianinsights/author/easternchristianinsights/

