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Fr Athanasios and              
Fr Ephraim are available  
at the Church every                  
Monday to Friday            
between 4.00 and 6.00pm    
for Holy Confession and  
any spiritual need. 

SUNDAY 18 OCTOBER  Luke the Evangelist, Luke 10: 16-21 

  8.00am 
    Orthros and Divine Liturgy  

TUESDAY 20 OCTOBER 
St Gerasimos of Cephalonia 

  8.00am 
    Orthros and Divine Liturgy  

SUNDAY 25 OCTOBER Epistle Reading: Galatians 1: 11-19 
Gospel Reading:  Luke 8: 26-39 
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"Remember that the 
Lord is in every     

Christian.                        
When your neighbour 

comes to you,                
always have great        

respect for him,                
"Ever let mercy                  

outweigh all else        
in you.                               

Let our compassion be 
a mirror                             

where we may see in 
ourselves that likeness 

and that true image 
which belong to the 

Divine nature               
and Divine essence.                

A heart hard and              
unmerciful will never 

be pure." 

 

—St. Isaac of Syria,  
Directions on Spiritual 

Training  

St. Luke the Evangelist 
Commemorated October 18 

The awesome figure of St. Luke looms larger and larger out of both the New Testament and the pag-
es of documented human history so that 2000 years after his death his image has no less been dimin-
ished by time than that of the Nazarene, Jesus Christ, whom he so nobly served. His fellow apostle 
St. Paul called him the 'glorious physician,' but that was only one of the many talents which this mag-
nificent man applied in a service to God. He was a man of such monumental proportion as to make 
him appear incredible. His many gifts were spiced with unswerving loyalty, prolific creativity, and 
matchless perfection. Hailing from the ancient city of Antioch, Syria, Luke was a Roman whose early 
conversion to Christianity is evidenced by his membership in the Christian community of Antioch, 
prior to his emergence as an apostle, after meeting Paul. He had by that time developed a remarka-
ble command of the Greek language and employed its idiomatic expressiveness in his beautiful nar-
rative form of recording history. He became the Church's most articulate historian and wrote with 
such sensitivity and clarity that his Gospel in the New Testament has been rightfully called the most 
beautiful book ever written. 

Luke, a physician whose skills healed many of his suffering comrades, joined St. Paul on his second 
missionary journey, as recounted in the Acts of the Apostles. Their odyssey began in Troas, about 50 
A.D., and took them to Philippi, Rome, Caesarea, and ultimately to the Holy Land of Jerusalem. His 
prominence as a physician obscured his skills as an eloquent orator in the cause of Christ, but he was 
later to display a considerable talent as an artist whose icon of the Virgin Mary he gave to the Moth-
er of God herself and which is now the prized possession of the Patriarchate of Constantinople, Alt-
hough his skill as a physician and his talent as an artist may have by themselves given St. Luke a small 
place in history, it was his consummate gift as a writer that made him one of the greatest figures in 
all Christendom. Luke's contribution to the cause of Jesus Christ are beyond all measure, and his ear-
ly influence on the Christian scene has enabled the Christian Church to rise to its ever increasing in-
fluence in human experience. One has only to read the Book of Acts, and his Gospel as well, to real-
ize the stature of this most holy man; however, it is reserved to the privileged few who can compre-
hend classical Greek that the sheer beauty of his language can be appreciated. 

The praises of Luke as a writer may seem excessive, particularly since he is one of many authors rep-
resented in the New Testament, chief among whom are St. Matthew (the man), St. Mark (the lion), 
and St. John (the eagle). Among these, the fourth, St. Luke, suffers in comparison with the title "St. 
Luke" (the calf). But out of the twenty-seven books comprising the New Testament, none shines with 
the brilliance of those composed by St, Luke. He is considered to have excelled beyond the others in 
expressiveness, historical method, sensitivity of narrative, and idiomatic phrasing. 

The patron saint of physicians and artists, St. Luke is surrounded by many legends and traditions that 
have not withstood the test of time. It is known that he remained a bachelor all of his life, devoting 
himself to the utmost degree to the cause of Christ. When advancing years curbed his campaigning, 
he withdrew to write his memorable accounts and died in Thebes at the age of eighty-four.** 

An appraisal of the contributions to Christianity by St. Luke cannot be measured by the number of 
words he wrote, the miles he travelled in missionary journeys, or the number of years he spent in 
exclusive dedication to the service of Jesus Christ. St. Luke, like so many who have given so much to 
all of us, is not to be appraised, only to be honoured. 

- from Orthodox Saints by Fr George Poulos, Holy Cross Orthodox Press 

             ** His death as a Martyr is recorded by the most ancient authors, St Gregory the Theologian    
       in particular. 



James the Apostle, Lord’s Brother (Adelphotheos) : 23 October 

The author of the General Epistle of James (62 AD) identifies himself as “James, a bondservant of God and of the Lord Jesus 
Christ” (James 1:1). Early church tradition ascribes this letter to James, the “brother”, or kinsman, of our Lord, known as James the Just. 

St James was probably converted by a post-resurrection appearance of Christ (1 Cor. 15:7). The Apostles made him the first Bishop of 
Jerusalem (see Acts 12:7, 18; Gal. 1:18, 19, 2:9), where he presided over the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15:13). 

James was the ideal Bishop for Jerusalem. He lived a strict and holy life, praying in the temple so frequently he was called “camel-
kneed”. The Jews considered him incorruptible, for he obeyed the Law of Moses better than they. Furthermore, they found no fault 
with him, except that he confessed Jesus to be the Messiah. It was the Jews who called this bishop of the Church “Just”! 

According to tradition, James was executed, around 62 AD, at the prompting of the Sanhedrin, being thrown from the temple walls and 
then clubbed to death. October 23 is the remembrance of his martyrdom. 

The holy Apostle James composed a Divine Liturgy, which formed the basis of the Liturgies of Saints Basil the Great and John Chrysos-
tom.  

Dismissal Hymn  

As the Lord’s disciple, O righteous One, you received the Gospel, as Martyr, you have unwavering courage, as the Lord’s brother, you 
have forthrightness, as Hierarch, intercession. Intercede with Christ our God, that our souls may be saved. 

 

St. Gerasimos : 20 October 

 

St. Gerasimos (died 1579) was born in the village of Trikala in the Peleponessus. On reaching maturity, he became a monk and studied 
on Mt. Athos. He set off for Jerusalem on a pilgrimage, eventually becoming a candle-lighter at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. The 
monk was ordained by Patriarch Germanos of Jerusalem to the diaconate and then the priesthood. He did not slacken on his ascetic 
practice of prayer, spending five years in solitude. He then went to the island of Cephalonia and founded a women's monastery. He 
lived in constant prayer on Cephalonia for thirty years. 

It is said that for his exalted life, he was given the gift of healing and of casting out evil spirits. He died peacefully on August 15, 1579 at 
the age of 71. When his grave was opened two years later, his relics were found incorrupt and were possessed of curative powers. 

 

 

HOLD ON TO OUR FAITH WHICH IS ETERNAL AND DEFINITE 
 

...the spiritual world cannot be investigated using the same methods as the material world. Those methods are completely unsuitable 

for investigating the spiritual world... There are phenomena that science will never be able to explain because it does not use the     

appropriate methods... 

Can scientific study tell us how the great prophet Isaiah foretold the most important events in Christ's life 700 years before His birth? 

Can it explain the saints' gift of prophecy and discernment  and tell us through which natural methods they acquired this grace and how 

they were able, as soon as they saw someone, to understand their heart and read their mind? Without waiting for a question from 

their visitor, they would give them an answer to what was troubling them. Let them explain to us how the saints foretold great histori-

cal events that later took place exactly the way they had prophesied… 

...Do not be scandalized when you hear what is said against our faith, since the ones that say these things do not comprehend its es-

sence... Always remember the fundamental principle that the first Christians knew well. They considered miserable the man who had 

knowledge of all the sciences but had no knowledge of God. Contrarily, they considered the one who knew God blessed, even if he 

knew nothing of what pertains to man.  

Guard over this truth as if it were the greatest of your heart's treasures. Proceed forward and do not look to the right or to the left.    

Let not what is heard against our faith make us lose our way. Let us keep our faith which is an eternal and definite truth.  Amen.  

 
Teachings of Saint Luke of Crimea 

Edition 'Orthodoxos Kypseli' 

Thessaloniki 

 

Luke the Evangelist, Luke 10: 16-21 


