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Fr Athanasios and              
Fr Ephraim are available  
at the Church every                  
Monday to Friday            
between 4.00 and 6.00pm    
for Holy Confession and  
any spiritual need. 

SUNDAY 30 AUGUST 
St Alexander,                                             

Patriarch of Constantinople 
 

 12th SUNDAY OF MATTHEW, Matthew 19: 16-26 

  8.00am 
    Orthros and Divine Liturgy  

TUESDAY 1 SEPTEMBER 
Beginning of the Indiction 

40 Women Martyrs  

   8.00am 
    Orthros and Divine Liturgy  

  

SUNDAY 6 SEPTEMBER                                                  Epistle Reading:  1 Corinthians 16: 13-24 
Gospel Reading:  Matthew 21: 33-42 
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In times of peace         

the Lord will give    

to the victorious       

a white crown           

as a reward                        

for their works,               

in times                    

of persecution               

a red crown                    

as a reward                         

for their suffering. 

 

St Cyprian 

 

 

 September 1: Ecclesiastical New Year (Beginning of the Indiction) 
 

The First Ecumenical Council (Nicaea, 325) decreed that the Church year should begin on Septem-
ber 1. The month of September was, for the Hebrews, the beginning of the civil year (Exodus 
23:16), the month of gathering the harvest and of the offering of thanks to God. It was on this 
feast that the Lord Jesus entered the synagogue in Nazareth (Luke 4:16-21), opened the book of 
the Prophet Isaiah and read the words: The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me; because the Lord 
hath anointed Me to preach good tidings unto the meek; He hath sent Me to bind up the broken-
hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; 
to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all 
that mourn (Isaiah 61:1-2).  
 
The month of September is also important in the history of Christianity, because Emperor Con-
stantine the Great was victorious over Maxentius, the enemy of the Christian Faith, in September. 
Following this victory, Constantine granted freedom of confession to the Christian Faith through-
out the Roman Empire. For a long time, the civil year in the Christian world followed the Church 
year, with its beginning on September 1. The civil year was later changed, and its beginning trans-
ferred to January 1. This occurred first in Western Europe, and later in Russia, under Peter the 
Great. 

Source: St. Nikolai Velimirovic, The Prologue of Ohrid – Volume 2 

 
Apolytikion 
Creator of the universe, setting times and seasons by Your sole authority, bless the cycle of the 
year of Your grace, O Lord, guarding our rulers and Your nation in peace, at the intercession of the 
Theotokos, and save us. 
Kontakion 
You who created all things in Your infinite wisdom, and set the times by Your own authority, grant 
Your Christian people victories. Blessing our comings and goings throughout this year, guide our 
works according to Your divine will. 
 

40 Women Martyrs at Heraclea, in Thrace 
 

The 40 Holy Virgins and Saint Ammoun the Deacon, were from Adrianopolis in Macedonia. Dea-
con Ammoun was their guide in Christian Faith. They were captured by Baudos the governor, and 
were tortured because they would not offer sacrifice to idols.  
The holy martyrs endured many cruel torments, which were intended to force them to renounce 
Christ and worship idols. Later, they were sent to Heraclea in Thrace to appear before the tyrant 
Licinius. The valiant martyrs remained unshakeable, however.  
St Ammoun and eight of the virgins were beheaded, ten virgins were burned, six of them died 
after heated metal balls were put into their mouths, six were stabbed with knives, and the rest 
were struck in the mouth and stabbed in the heart with swords.  

…../ 



Their names were: 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
And so, as the month of September began, their earthly existence ended but at the same time opened the page of eternity uniting 
them with Him to whom they had dedicated their life and who first loved them and give His life for them—to Him who had said: 
“..you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”      (Acts 1:8) 

 

 12th SUNDAY OF MATTHEW,  Matthew 19: 16-26 
 

The Rich Young Man 
 

In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
 

The Lord warns us today of how difficult it is for a man who is rich to enter the Kingdom of God. 
 

Does it mean that the Kingdom of God is open only to destitute, to those who are materially poor, who lack everything on earth? No. 
The Kingdom of God is open to all who are not enslaved by possessions. When we read the first Beatitude, ‘Blessed are the poor in spir-
it for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven’, we are given a key to this saying: the poor in spirit are those who have understood that they 
possess nothing which is their own. We have been created as an act of God,  loved into existence; we are offered by God communion 
with Him to which we have no rights. All we are, all we possess is not our own in the sense that we have not made ourselves, we did 
not create what is seemingly ours – every thing which we are and which we have is love, the love of God and the love of people, and 
we cannot possess anything because everything is a gift that escapes us the moment we want to have possession of it and say, “It is 
mine”. 
 

On the other hand, the Kingdom of God is really the kingdom of those who are aware that they are infinitely rich because we can ex-
pect everything from love divine and from human love. We are rich because we possess nothing, we are rich because we are given all 
things; and so, it is difficult for one who imagines that he is rich in his own right to belong to that kingdom in which everything is a sign 
of love, and nothing can be possessed, as it were – taken away from others; because the moment we say that we possess something 
which is not given us either by God or by human care, we subtract it from the mystery of love. 
 

On the other hand, the moment we cling to anything we become slaves of it. I remember when I was young, a man telling me: Don’t 
you understand that the moment you have taken a copper coin in your hand and are not prepared to open your hand to let it go, you 
have lost the use of a hand, the use of an arm, the use of your body, because all your attention will be concentrated on not losing this 
copper coin, – the rest will be forgotten. 
 

Whether we keep in our hand a copper coin, or whether we feel rich in so many other ways – intellectually, emotionally, materially is 
irrelevant, – we are prisoners, we have lost the use of a limb, the use of our mind, the use of our heart; we can no longer be free, and 
the Kingdom of God is a kingdom of freedom. 
 

On the other hand also, how difficult it is to one who has never lacked anything, who has always    possessed more than he needs, to be 
aware of the poverty or the need of another: poverty – material, emotional or intellectual, or any other lack. It requires a great deal of 
understanding and sympathy, it requires from us that we should learn to be attentive to the movements of other  people’s hearts and 
to their material needs in order to respond to them. One says in Russian ‘A satisfied person no longer understands a hungry one’; 
which of us can say that we are hungry in any respect? And this is why we do not understand the needs of people – of one another 
here, or of people beyond the confines of our congregation. 
 

So, let us reflect on that; poverty does not mean destitution; it means freedom from enslavement to  an illusion that we are self-
sufficient, self-contained, the creator of what we are and what we possess. And also free from enslavement to what is given us to make 
husbandmen of God. 
 

Let us reflect on this; because if we learn this, if we learn what Saint Paul said that whether he is  rich, whether he is destitute, he is 
equally rich because his richness is in God and in the human love. Then we will be able, whether we possess material things or not, to 
be free of them, and to belong to God’s Kingdom which is a Kingdom of mutual love, or mutual solidarity, of compassion for one anoth-
er, of giving to one another what we were given freely. Amen. 
-Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh  

Αδαμαντίνη         Ευτέρπη        Μαργαρίτα 
Αθηνά Θάλεια         Μαριάνθη 
Ακριβή θεανόη       Μελπομένη 
Αντιγόνη Θεανώ         Μόσχω 
'Αριβοία θεονύμφη  Ουρανία 
Ασπασία Θεοφάνη     Πανδώρα 
Αφροδίτη Καλλιρόη      Πηνελόπη 
Διόνη                       Καλλίστη      Πολυμνία 
Δωδώνη Κλειώ            Πολυνίκη 
Ελπινίκη  Κλεονίκη       Σαπφώ 
' Εράσμια Κλεοπάτρα    Τερψιχόρη 
' Ερατώ Κοραλία         Τρωάς 

‘Ερμηνεία Λάμπρω         Χάιδω 
                                                         Χαρίκλεια 

Adamantini 
Athina 
Akrivi 
Antigone 
Aribea 
Aspasia 
Aphrodite 
Dioni 
Dodoni 
Elpiniki 
Erasmia 
Erato 
Erminia 

Euterpi 
Thalia 
Theanoi 
Theano 
Theonimfi 
Theofani 
Kalliroi 
Kallisti 
Kleo 
Kleoniki 
Kleopatra 
Koralia 
Lambro 

 Margarita 
Marianthi 
Melpomeni 
Mosko 
Ourania 
Pandora 
Penelope 
Polimnia 
Poliniki 
Sapfo 
Terpsihori 
Troas 
Haido 
Hariklia 

(Amateur Translation) 


