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WEDNESDAY  25 MARCH 

    

     ANNUNCIATION OF THE THEOTOKOS 

 
FRIDAY 27  MARCH 

 

Akathist Hymn to The Theotokos                                                              

— Fourth Salutations to  the Theotokos 

 
SUNDAY 29  MARCH 

 
GOSPEL READING:  Mark 9: 17-31 
EPISTLE READING:  Hebrews 6: 13-20 
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 “The Most Holy 

Mother of God 

prays for us             

ceaselessly.                

She is always         

visiting us.            

Whenever we 

turn to her in our 

heart, she is 

there.             

After the Lord,            

she is the              

greatest             

protection for 

mankind. 

UPDATED ENCYCLICAL FROM HIS EMINENCE ARCHBISHOP MAKARIOS                         
REGARDING THE COVID-19 (CORONA-VIRUS) 

 

19 MARCH 2020 
by: GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE 
 
Your Graces, beloved fathers and beloved children, 

With pain of soul, but at the same time, with a sense of pastoral responsibility on a sen-
sitive matter which concerns public health, I communicate to you that, due to the ex-
traordinary measures that the Federal Government of Australia took to restrict the 
spread of the Coronavirus, we are compelled to suspend public worship in our Churches. 

This means that from today our Churches will remain closed to the faithful. However, 
all Services, the feast days of the Saints, and the Divine Liturgies will be conducted  
only by the Priest and the Chanter. Sacraments and funerals will continue to take 
place but only in the presence of the immediate family members.  

During these difficult times for all of humanity and especially for our country Australia,    
I urge you to show understanding, unity and confidence both in the Leadership of our 
Nation and towards our Holy Archdiocese. I call upon you all to pray more. I ask that you 
place your trust in God. It is a trial that we are experiencing, but we Orthodox know very 
well that after the Crucifixion comes the Resurrection. 

There is need for patience, unity and collaboration. Resurrection will come soon.  With 
love in Christ, 

In Sydney, on the 19th day of March 2020, 
Your Archbishop 

† MAKARIOS of Australia 

http://www.greekorthodox.org.au/?p=21792
http://www.greekorthodox.org.au/?author=5


Third Sunday of Lent, Veneration of the Holy Cross,  Mark 8: 34-38, 9:1  

             In any kind of difficult challenge, it’s always inspiring to know that you are half way to the end.  It might be a 
race, a school year, or a project at work; if you’ve made it this far, you know that you can eventually reach your goal. 

            We are now half way through the season of Lent, and the Church calls our attention today to the great symbol 
of victory, the great sign of hope, our Lord’s cross.  During the time of Jesus Christ’s earthly ministry, of course, no 
one was inspired by the cross, for it was a feared instrument of execution.  No one honoured the cross and certainly 
no one thought that God’s Messiah would die on one.  

            So it was profoundly shocking when the Saviour told His disciples that He would be rejected, suffer, die, and 
rise again.  When St. Peter tried to correct Him, Christ called him “Satan” and said that he was thinking in human 
terms, not God’s.  Then the Lord told the disciples what they didn’t want to hear.  They too must take up their cross-
es and lose their lives; that’s the way to enter into the blessed salvation of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

            The hard truth that Jesus Christ broke to His disciples was that we can’t jump ahead to the joy of the empty 
tomb.  We must first go with our Lord to the cross; we too must die in order to rise again. And the unpopular truth is 
that every last one of us needs to die to our sinfulness, to how we have distorted ourselves, our relationships, and 
our world.  The Son of God offered Himself in free obedience to the Holy Trinity, taking upon Himself the full conse-
quences of sin and death to the point of a horrible execution; He did so out of love for us.   And thus He opened the 
way to the Kingdom of heaven, to life eternal, for you, me, and all humankind; indeed, for the entire creation.    

            And that way is the cross, for if we want to share in the joy of His resurrection, of His victory over death, we 
must first participate in the struggle, pain, and sacrifice of crucifixion.  We must crucify the habits of thought, word, 
and deed that lead us to worship and serve ourselves instead of God and neighbour.  We must kill our pride, our 
selfishness, and our slavery to pleasure. If we don’t crucify these passions, our souls will be too sick, dark, and weak 
to share in the glory of the resurrection.  Like St. Peter, we will think in human terms, not God’s, no matter how reli-
gious or moral we appear to others.    

            And the reality is that we have no shortage of opportunities to take up our crosses.  When we struggle to re-
sist a temptation, when we battle angry thoughts against those who have wronged or somehow irritated us, and 
when we endure deep sorrows and disappointments with trust in God’s faithfulness and mercy, we take up the 
cross.  

            Fortunately, we do not go to the cross alone.  No matter what we are tempted to think at times, our Saviour is 
no stranger to temptation, suffering, pain, and death. He sympathizes with our struggles because He endured 
them.  He was literally nailed to a cross, died, was buried, and descended into Hades in order to bring the joy of life 
eternal to corrupt, weak, imperfect people like you and me through His glorious third-day resurrection.  And in order 
to follow Him to the joy of Pascha, we must likewise take up our cross. 

            So as we begin the second half of Lent, let us keep our eyes on the prize, looking to the great trophy of our 
Saviour’s victory over sin and death, the cross, through which joy has come into all the world.  And even though it is a 
struggle and none of us does it particularly well, let us put aside our own preferences and obsessions in order to take 
up the cross through prayer, fasting, forgiveness, mending broken relationships, and showing generosity to those in 
need.   Let us offer our lives in free obedience to the Father, accepting whatever pain and struggle there may be in 
setting things right in our lives as best we can.  And no matter what burdens we may bear, no matter our frustrations 
and failures, let us press on the joy of Pascha.  Jesus Christ participated in death in order to bring us into His life, and 
we must participate in His death in order to share in the glory of His resurrection.  So let us deny ourselves, take up 
our crosses, and follow Him.  For this alone is the way to the brilliant light and eternal blessedness of the Kingdom of 
God. 

Father Philip LeMasters  

 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving               
let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses                             

all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

Philippians 4: 6,7 

https://www.blogger.com/profile/15802162495250481325

