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 stvasiliosbrunswick.com 

Fr Athanasios and 

Fr Ephraim 

are available at the Church 
every Monday to Friday  

between 4.00 and 6.00pm  

for Holy Confession and  
any spiritual need. 

 SUNDAY 
5 AUGUST 

 

    10th Sunday of Matthew, Matthew 17: 14-23 

 7.30– 11.00am 

    Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

 5.00pm    

     Service of Vespers for Holy Transfiguration                                                                                             

* * * * * *     * * * * * *     

                                            (A free voluntary program organised by the Church) 

Immediately after Holy Communion until Church dismissal, in the building behind the Church, Religious 

Instruction lessons take place for our children.  We have classes for ages ranging from 5yrs to teenage 

years, which are given in a relaxed, friendly environment. The understanding of our faith through the 

religious instruction lessons brings our children closer to God and the joy and peace of His Love.  

MONDAY 
6 AUGUST 

 

HOLY 

TRANSFIGURATION OF  

OUR LORD 

  7.00– 9.30am 

      Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

    10.00am 

      Meeting of Elderly Citizens in Church Hall.   

 5.00pm                                                                                                

      Paraklesis to the Theotokos  

TUESDAY 
7 AUGUST 

  5.00pm                                                                                                

      Paraklesis to the Theotokos  

     7.00pm 

      Parishes of St Vasilios and the Presentation of our Lord,                             

      Coburg Youth Group will meet in our Church Hall.   

 7.00pm 

  Young Adults and Married Couples Bible Study Group at St. Vasilios, 

      in the Church Coffee Room.  

WEDNESDAY 
8 AUGUST 

 5.00pm                                                                                                    
Paraklesis to the Theotokos  

THURSDAY 
9 AUGUST 

 5.00pm                                                                                                

      Paraklesis to the Theotokos  

FRIDAY 
10 AUGUST 

 5.00pm                                                                                               

Paraklesis to the Theotokos   

SATURDAY 
11 AUGUST 

 3.45pm 

    Service of Vespers  

SUNDAY   
 12 AUGUST 

    GOSPEL READING:    Matthew 18: 23-35 

     EPISTLE READING:   1Corin. 9: 2-12 

St Luke tells us that the 
Transfiguration took place 
while Jesus was praying. Is 
it not in periods of prayer 
that we are most likely to 
witness the glory of God?  
 
Is it not prayer that produc-
es an inner change in man 
which becomes  reflected 
in a transfigured life? 
 

 
Fr Anthony Coniaris 

ON THE FEAST OF TRANSFIGURATION 

Apolytikion  
You were transfigured on the Mount, Christ God revealing Your glory to Your disciples, insofar as they could comprehend.         

Illuminate us sinners also with Your everlasting light, through the intercessions of the Theotokos. Giver of light, glory to You.    

Kontakion  
You were transfigured upon the mount, O Christ our God, and Your disciples, in so far as they could bear, beheld Your glory.    

Thus, when they see You crucified, they may understand Your voluntary passion,                                                                                      
and proclaim to the world that You are truly the effulgence of the Father. 

http://orthochristian.com/55542.html


10th Sunday of Matthew, Matthew 17: 14-23 

         
In this gospel, Jesus teaches us that the only way we can overcome the evil in this world, is through                    
prayer and fasting. 
The incident in today’s Gospel took place immediately after the Transfiguration. At the Transfiguration three 
of our Lord’s disciples, Peter, James and John saw our Lord Jesus Christ as He truly is, shining with the glo-
ry of God that was His before all ages. They knew then that He was King and God, as we acknowledge at 
our baptism. And Jesus spoke to them of the “restoration of all things”. 
 
Yet when they came down from the mountain and moved among the ordinary people, it seemed that the 
devil was still king, and as he has been described, the god, or ruler, of this world. There was a demonised 
child, and the disciples of Jesus could not cure him. All things are to be restored, but the disciples of Jesus 
could not restore one small child. 
And Jesus attributed this to their lack of faith. They had seen Him transfigured on the mountain, they had 
seen His glory, as St John describes it, “glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and 
truth”. 
 
But back in the everyday world, their faith was too weak, so Jesus Himself drove out the demon that op-
pressed the child. And when the disciples asked Him why they had not been able to drive out the demon, 
Jesus repeated that it was because of their little faith, and said that this kind of demon does not come out 
without prayer and fasting. 
And we today are like those disciples too. We are here in the Divine Liturgy, which is like the mountain of the 
transfiguration. We see the holy icons, which show Jesus as He really is, with the glory He had from the Fa-
ther   before all ages. 
We see the icons of the angels and saints all around us. The saints are men and women who walked the 
earth as we do today, but as they grew strong in faith, so they were transformed, and transfigured so that the 
glory and grace of our Lord Jesus Christ shone through them. 
The icons enable us to see what is unseen, that we are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses, the an-
gels and saints. We are on the mountain, and we sing to the glory of God, and when we receive the Holy 
Communion, we receive our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, so that we may be transfigured. 
 
But what happens when we leave the temple, and go back into the world after the liturgy? 
All too often our faith shrinks, like the faith of those disciples of Jesus long ago. We are confronted with a 
world in which the devil still seems to be powerful, and we are weak. We see people who are suffering as a 
result of the evil in the world, and we are unable to help them. 
Jesus said of the demonised person they brought to him “This kind does not come out, except through pray-
er and fasting.” 
 
And all too often we are careless in our prayers, hasty to come to the end of them, wandering and inatten-
tive. We are busy or tired or have woken up late, and so we put off praying until later, when we have time, 
but somehow the time never comes, and soon the day has gone by without us praying at all. 
We are lukewarm at the celebration of the Divine Liturgy, negligent in preparing for communion, and cold 
and dry in receiving it. And we are just as lax in fasting. Some do not even fast before receiving the Holy 
Communion, never mind keeping the fasts of the Church on Wednesdays and Fridays, and in the fasting 
times of the year. 
 
If we pray and fast, even a little more each day, our little faith can grow stronger. And as it grows stronger 
we may become witnesses and channels of God’s power, to stand up to evil in the world. 
 
 

 
THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD 

 
Such are the marvels, truly worthy of God, celebrated in this present feast, which is an image and prefiguring of the 

future state of the righteous, whose splendour the Lord spoke of, saying: "Then shall the righteous shine forth as the 

sun" (Matt. 13:43). It is because of this that the Kontakion of this Feast is said daily (when there is not a great feast) in 

the Service of the Typica in perpetual commemoration of the glory that will be the lot of the Saints. According to       

tradition, the Lord's Transfiguration came to pass forty days before His Crucifixion; this is why the Transfiguration is 

celebrated forty days before the Exaltation of the Cross." 

(taken from: http://goarch.org/chapel/saints) 

http://goarch.org/chapel/saints_view?contentid=155

