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Fr Athanasios and 

Fr Ephraim 

are available at the Church 
every Monday to Friday  

between 4.00 and 6.00pm  

for Holy Confession and  
any spiritual need. 

 SUNDAY 
 4 NOVEMBER 

 

     5th Sunday of Luke, Luke 16: 19-31  

  7.30– 11.00am 

     Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

* * * * * *     * * * * * *     

                                            (A free voluntary program organised by the Church) 

Immediately after Holy Communion until Church dismissal, in the building behind the Church, Religious 

Instruction lessons take place for our children.  We have classes for ages ranging from 5yrs to teenage 

years, which are given in a relaxed, friendly environment. The understanding of our faith through the reli-

gious instruction lessons brings our children closer to God and the joy and peace of His Love.  

MONDAY 
5 NOVEMBER 

     10.00am 

      Meeting of Elderly Citizens in Church Hall.   

TUESDAY 
6 NOVEMBER 

MELBOURNE CUP FAMILY DAY   

AT  GORGOEPIKOOS MONASTERY, GEELONG 

10.00—11.00am Divine Liturgy in Greek and English followed by fun 
games and activities for all ages.   BYO Picnic Lunch or enjoy the       
delicious food and coffee which can be purchased on the day. 

WEDNESDAY 
7 NOVEMBER 

 5.00pm 

    Paraklesis to the Theotokos 

 

THURSDAY 
8 NOVEMBER 

 
Synaxis of the Archangels    

Michael and Gabriel 

  7.00– 9.30am 

      Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

FRIDAY 
9 NOVEMBER 

 
St Nectarios the Wonderworker 

of Aegina 

  7.00– 9.30am 

      Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

SATURDAY 
10 NOVEMBER 

  3.45pm 

    Service of Vespers  

SUNDAY   
11 NOVEMBER 

    GOSPEL READING:   Luke 10: 25-37 

    EPISTLE READING:   2 Corinthians 4: 6-15 

God cannot be 
grasped by the 

mind. If he could be 
grasped, he would 

not be God 
 
 
--Evagrius             
of Pontus 

REPENTANCE 
 
Two factors are involved in man's salvation: the grace of God and the will of man. Both must work together,              
if salvation is to be attained. 
Repentance is a Mysterion through which he who repents for his sins confesses before a Spiritual Father who has 
been appointed by the Church and has received the authority to forgive sins, and receives from this Spiritual Father 
the remission of his sins and is reconciled with the Deity, against Whom he sinned. 
Repentance signifies regret, change of mind. The distinguishing marks of repentance are contrition, tears, aversion 
towards sin, and love of the good.  

- Saint Nectarios Of Aegina 



8  November:    The Holy Archangel Michael and all the Bodiless Powers of Heaven 

The angels of God have been commemorated by men from the earliest times, but this commemoration often degenerates 
into the divinization of angels (IV Kings 23:5; A.V. II Kings). Heretics always wove fantasies round the angels. Some of them 
saw the angels as gods and others, if they did not so regard them, took them to be the creators of the whole visible world. 
The local Council in Laodicea, that was held in the fourth century, rejected in its 35

th
 Canon the worship of angels as gods, 

and established the proper veneration of them.  

In the time of Pope Sylvester of Rome and the Alexandrian Patriarch Alexander, in the fourth century, this Feast of the Arch-
angel Michael and the other heavenly powers was instituted, to be celebrated in November. Why in November? Because 
November is the ninth month after March, and it is thought that the world was created in the month of March. The ninth 
month after March was chosen because of the nine orders of angels that were the first created beings. St Dionysius the Are-
opagite, a disciple of the Apostle Paul (that Apostle who was caught up to the third heaven), writes of these nine orders in 
his book: 'Celestial Hierarchies'. These orders are as follows:  six-winged Seraphim, many-eyed Cherubim, godly Thrones, 
Dominions, Virtues, Powers, Principalities, Archangels and Angels.  

The leader of the whole angelic army is the Archangel Michael. When Satan, Lucifer, fell away from God, and carried half 
the angels with him to destruction, then Michael arose and cried to the unfallen angels: 'Let us give heed! Let us stand 
aright; let us stand with fear!', and the whole angelic army sang aloud: 'Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heaven and 
earth are full of Thy glory!' (Read about the Archangel Michael: Joshua 5:13-15 and Jude v.9).  

Among the angels there rules a perfect unity of mind, of soul and of love; of total obedience of the lesser powers to the 
greater and of all to the holy will of God. Each nation has its guardian angel, as does each individual Christian. We must 
keep in mind that, whatever we do, openly or in secret, we do in the presence of our guardian angel, and that on the Day of 
Judgment, a great multitude of the holy angels of heaven will be gathered around the throne of Christ, and the thoughts, 
words and deeds of every man will be laid bare before them.   

 
 

9  November:    St. Nectarios of Aegina 

St. Nectarios was born on October 1, 1846, in Selymbria in Thrace to a poor family. His given name was Anastasios   
Cephalas. At the age of 14 he moved to Constantinople (Istanbul) to work and further his education. In 1866 he left to the 
island of Chios to take a teaching post. He then became a monk at the age of thirty.  
Three years after becoming a monk he was ordained a deacon, taking the name Nectarios. He graduated from the Universi-
ty of Athens in 1885. During his years as a student of the University of Athens he wrote many books, pamphlets, and Bible 
commentaries.  

Following his graduation he went to Alexandria, Egypt, where he was ordained a priest and served the Church of Saint  
Nicholas in Cairo with great distinction. In recognition of his piety and brilliance as a preacher, as well as his administrative 
ability, he was consecrated Bishop/Metropolitan of Pentapolis (an ancient diocese in Cyrenaica, in what is now Libya) by the 
Greek Orthodox Patriarch Sophronios in 1889.  

He served as a bishop in Cairo for one year, but was then unjustly removed from his post and was also anathematised. This 
was a result of lies made up by jealous clerics who envied his popularity with the people. Patriarch Sophronios refused to 
listen to St. Nectarios, who was sent away from Egypt without trial or explanation.  
After his dismissal, he returned to Greece in 1891 and spent several years as a preacher (1891-1894). He was then appoint-
ed director of the Rizarios Ecclesiastical School for the education of priests in Athens, where his service was exemplary for 
fifteen years. He developed many courses of study and wrote numerous books, all while preaching widely throughout      
Athens.  
In 1904 at the request of several nuns, he established a monastery for them on the island of Aegina. The monastery was 
named Holy Trinity Monastery.  

In December of 1908, at the age of 62, St. Nectarios resigned from his post as school director and withdrew to the Holy  
Trinity Convent on Aegina, where he lived out the rest of his life as a monk. He wrote, published, preached, and heard          
confessions from those who came from near and far to seek out his spiritual guidance.  
While at the monastery, he also tended the gardens, carried stones, and helped with the construction of the monastery   
buildings that were built with his own funds. He was also the Metropolitan of the island of Aegina.  
St. Nectarios died on the evening of November 8, 1920, at the age of 74, following hospitalization for prostate cancer.       
The commemoration date was set at the next day, November 9, because November 8 is the feast of Synaxis of Archangel      
Michael. The first posthumous miracle took place when the shirt of St. Nectarios was accidentally placed on the neighboring 
bed: a paralyzed man who was lying there was suddenly healed. The body of St. Nectarios was taken to the Holy Trinity 
Convent, where he was buried by the only clergyman- his best friend and spiritual brother Saint Savas the new of Kalymnos, 
who later painted the first icon of St. Nectarios. The funeral of St. Nectarios was attended by multitudes of people.  

Many people regarded St. Nectarios as a saint during his lifetime because of his prayerful life, his humility, his purity and   
other virtues, and his writings, as well as the miracles he performed. St. Nectarios also had the gift of prescience.  
The relics of St. Nectarios were removed from the grave on September 2, 1953, and gave out a beautiful fragrance. Official 
recognition of Nectarios as a saint by the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople took place on April 20, 1961.         
Thousands of miracles have been attributed to his intercession, particularly cases of cancer or other serious illnesses being 
cured.  
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