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Website:   
 stvasiliosbrunswick.com 

Fr Athanasios and 

Fr Ephraim 

are available at the Church 
every Monday to Friday  

between 4.00 and 6.00pm  

for Holy Confession and  
any spiritual need. 

 SUNDAY 
15 JULY 

 
 

    Sunday of the Holy Fathers,  Matthew 5: 14-19 

 7.30– 11.00am 

    Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

* * * * * *     * * * * * *     

                                            (A free voluntary program organised by the Church) 

Immediately after Holy Communion until Church dismissal, in the building behind the Church, Religious 

Instruction lessons take place for our children.  We have classes for ages ranging from 5yrs to teenage 

years and are given in a relaxed, friendly environment. The understanding of our faith through the reli-

gious instruction lessons bring our children closer to God and the joy of peace of His Love.  

MONDAY 
16 JULY 

 
 

     9.00am 

     Service of Holy Unction 

    10.00am 

     Meeting of Elderly Citizens in Church Hall.   

TUESDAY 
17 JULY 

 
 

St Marina, Great-Martyr 

 7.00– 9.30am 

    Orthros and Divine Liturgy                          

   7.00pm 

     Parishes of St Vasilios and the Presentation of our Lord,                             
     Coburg Youth Group will meet in Coburg Church Hall.                                       

WEDNESDAY 
18 JULY 

 5.00pm                                                                                               
Paraklesis to the Theotokos followed by Bible Study 

FRIDAY 
20  JULY 

 
Glorious Prophet Elias  

the Tishbe 

 7.00– 9.30am 

    Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

SATURDAY 
21 JULY 

 3.45pm 

    Service of Vespers  

SUNDAY   
 22 JULY 

 

    GOSPEL READING:    Matthew 14: 14-22 

    EPISTLE READING:    1Corin. 1: 10-17 

 

When the soul knows the love of God by the Holy Spirit, then he clearly feels that the Lord is our 
own Father, the closest, dearest Father, the best. And there is not greater happiness that to love 
God with all the mind and heart, and our neighbour as our self. And when this love is in the soul, 
then all things bring joy to the soul.  
- St. Silouan the Athonite, Writings, IX.15 

 
 
Of all the afflictions that burden the human race, there is not one, whether spiritual or bodily, that 
cannot be healed by the Holy Scriptures.  
- St. John Chrysostom, Conversations on the Book of Genesis, 29.1 

A humble man who 
lives a spiritual life, 
when he reads the 

Holy Scriptures, while 
relate all things to 
himself and not to 

others. 

 
St. Mark the Ascetic  



Sunday of the Holy Fathers, Matthew 5: 14-19  
Not One Dot or Iota will be Changed 
The Reading is from Matthew 5:14-19 

The Lord said to his disciples, "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid. Nor do men light a lamp 
and put it under a bushel, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that 
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. Think not that I have come to abolish the 
law and the prophets; I have come not to abolish them but to fulfil them. For truly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass 
away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Whoever then relaxes one of the least of 
these commandments and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but he who does them and 
teaches them shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.” 

Today our Church remembers the fathers of the seven ecumenical councils held between 325 and 787. These fathers 
met and put together the faith that we hold to this day. 

Over the last few weeks I have engaged in several conversations with people, Orthodox and non-Orthodox, who believe 
that the theology of our Church is stuck in the past and needs to move with the time. If have always found this to be an 
interesting question from the non-Orthodox but coming from someone who is Orthodox it concerns me. 

The very term Orthodox means straight and true teaching. We pride ourselves on the fact that the theology and teaching 
of our Church has not changed since those men met all those years ago and put it all together. The way we speak about 
the Church, the language we use and the way we use it, has changed but the message has stayed the same. 

There is a mistaken conception in the world today that the culture of the day needs to influence the Church. That is a 
backward way of thinking about how the Church exists in the society around us. We, the Church, need to influence the 
culture. Today's Gospel states that we are the light of the world, a city on a hill that cannot be hid. These words are as 
true today as they were when Jesus spoken them more than 2,000 years ago. 

Historically speaking, our Church has never undergone a reformation. Our Church did not meet the same fate as the 
Church of the West mainly because the Church is not in need to reformation! When I or any Orthodox priest preaches, 
we do not preach our own words but the words of the Church back through the ages. We preach the words not only of 
Jesus but of Ss. Basil, Chrysostom, John the Theologian and all of the men who were present at those councils. 

The other thing to keep in mind is that Our Church has gone through persecution. Not our American Orthodox Church, 
but the Orthodox Church around the world. I will remind you of our very own Fr. Vasilachi who spent 18 years in a Com-
munist prison, not because he broke a law but because he spoke the truth. He spoke the truth about the Church and 
society at a time when it was not popular to do that. He spent 18 years in prison and when he was released he was ban-
ished from his home land. 

There are countless numbers of martyrs for the faith under the Communist yoke, too many for us to even remember. If I 
change one word of the faith, if I take it upon myself to change what the Church has taught all these years, then I       
dishonour the memory of all of those brave men and women who gave their life for the faith that we preach. 

We face a problem here in the Church in America. Not just the Orthodox Church but Church in general. People have 
stopped coming to Church and church leaders wring their hands and cannot figure out why the church is empty. One 
reason that I think of is that most of the Churches out there spend more time trying to be politically correct then they do 
trying to be Christian! Many so called churches out there in the world have given up on the concept of good and evil and 
traded it for some watered down touchy feely version of the Gospel. Yes Jesus loves everyone, but if you read your Bi-
ble you will see that he was not afraid to tell someone when they were sinning and that they had to get their life right with 
God and the Church. This plays right into the cultural shift that says we are all winners! This is why some kid's sports 
teams do not keep score any more and every team wins! How can that be? 

Today we are told that we are the City on the Hill, we are the light of the world! Jesus also has this to say: 

“Think not that I have come to abolish the law and the prophets; I have come not to abolish them but to fulfil them. For 
truly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 
Whoever then relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches men so shall be called least in the kingdom 
of heaven; but he who does them and teaches them shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven." 

Some pretty stern words from Jesus to the leaders of the Church. 

1. He did not come to abolish the law but to fulfil it. 

2. Not and iota or a dot will pass from the law until ALL is accomplished. 

3. Whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches men so shall be called least in the kingdom of 
heaven! 

I have told you before that being a Christian is hard. I have told you before that the world will hate us. Jesus tells us to-
day that the world needs us, all of us, to be that light and that city on the hill! 

While all the others change with the times, the Orthodox Church stands as that beacon in the night, that safe haven 
along the shore of the stormy sea. We stand here, tall and strong, in what we believe and what we preach. 

We have found the true faith! And we preach it because to do any less would dishonour all of those who came before 
us! 

Rev Peter M Preble 


