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Website:   
 stvasiliosbrunswick.com 

Fr Athanasios and 

Fr Ephraim 

are available at the Church 
every Monday to Friday  

between 4.00 and 6.00pm  

for Holy Confession and  
any spiritual need. 

 SUNDAY 
13  MAY 

    Sunday of The Blind Man, John 9: 1-38 

 7.30– 11.00am 

    Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

* * * * * *     * * * * * *     

                                            (A free voluntary program organised by the Church) 

Immediately after Holy Communion until Church dismissal, in the building behind the Church, Religious 

Instruction lessons take place for our children.  We have classes for ages ranging from 5yrs to teenage 

years and are given in a relaxed, friendly environment. The understanding of our faith through the reli-

gious instruction lessons bring our children closer to God and the joy of peace of His Love.  

MONDAY 
14  MAY 

 

    9.00am 

     Service of Holy Unction 

    10.00am 

     Meeting of Elderly Citizens in Church Hall.   

 

TUESDAY 
15  MAY 

 
 

 7.00pm 

     Parishes of St Vasilios and the Presentation of our Lord,  

Coburg Youth Group will meet in our Church Hall.                                   
The  meeting will begin with the Compline Service in English.  

 7.30pm 

  Young Adults and Married Couples Bible Study Group at                       

   St. Vasilios, in the Church Coffee Room.  

WEDNESDAY 
16  MAY 

 

Dismissal Feast of Pascha 

    7.00—9.30am 

     Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

 5.00pm                                                                                               
Service of Vespers  followed by Bible Study. 

THURSDAY 
17  MAY 

 
The Ascension of the Lord 

    7.00—9.30am 

     Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

SATURDAY   
19  MAY 

 

 3.45pm 

    Service of Vespers  

SUNDAY   
20  MAY 

    GOSPEL READING:    John 17: 1-13 

    EPISTLE READING:    Acts 20: 16-18, 28: 36 

 

You cannot be too gentle, too kind. Shun even to appear harsh in your treatment of each other. Joy, radiant joy, 
streams from the face of him who gives and kindles joy in the heart of him who receives. All condemnation is from the 
devil. Never condemn each other. We condemn others only because we shun knowing ourselves.                                  

When we gaze at our own failings, we see such a swamp that nothing in another can equal it. That is why we turn 
away, and make much of the faults of others. Instead of condemning others, strive to reach inner peace. Keep silent, 
refrain from judgement. This will raise you above the deadly arrows of slander, insult and outrage and will shield your 
glowing hearts against all evil.                                                                                                                                                         
- St Seraphim of Sarov 

Just as the winds 
whip up the sea, so 

does anger stir      
confusion in the 

mind.  
John Climacus  
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THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD:  Ascending with Wounds into Heavenly Glory  

 With all the problems in the world today, as well as the challenges in our own lives and families, it is tempting to lose hope.  It is 
easy to think that the best we can do is simply to cope with the difficulties that we face from day to day.  We may think that there is 
no alternative to living in terms of whatever helps us make it through the day in the world as we know it. 
 
 During this season of the Ascension, the Church calls us to an entirely different way of responding to our persistent challeng-
es.  Our Savior did not only conquer death through His glorious resurrection, He also ascended into heaven with a glorified body 
that still bore the wounds of the crucifixion.  Now He sits at the right hand of the Father in eternal glory as the God-Man in Whom 
the very causes of our corruption are healed.  The Ascension fulfills our original vocation as human beings to become like God in 
holiness. Even as we are baptized into His death and rise up with Him into eternal life, Christ calls us to ascend with Him into the 
Kingdom of Heaven.  He makes us participants by grace in the blessed communion shared by the Holy Trinity. 
 
That is not only a future hope, but also a present reality for the members of Christ’s Body, the Church, whom He nourishes with 
His own Body and Blood in the Eucharist.  In every celebration of the Divine Liturgy, we enter mystically into the heavenly ban-
quet, the wedding feast of the Lamb.  When we unite ourselves to our Lord’s great Self-Offering, we offer ourselves as partici-
pants in His complete restoration of the human being and of the creation itself.  We offer not only bread and wine in the Liturgy, 
but ourselves and every dimension of our lives in the world for fulfillment as we share personally in His eternal life.  Because our 
Lord has ascended in glory as a complete human being Who is also divine, we may participate even now in such profound bless-
edness.  That is His will for each and every one of us. 
 
In order to do that, we must ascend with the Lord Who conquered death, “the wages of sin,” and brought even the wounds of cru-
cifixion with Him as He sat down at the right hand of the Father in eternal glory. Instead of using our wounds, or those of our soci-
ety and world, as reasons to think that God is cruel, irrelevant, or does not even exist, we must see the Ascension as a clear sign 
that death, destruction, and decay will not have the last word.  They do not shut us off from the blessedness that transcends what 
this world provides on its own terms.  Instead, it is in the midst of our deepest pains that we know the brokenness of our lives and 
relationships and find the strength to offer ourselves more fully to the Lord as we actually are in this world of corruption. 
 
As long as we fool ourselves into thinking that all is well when we live according to our passions and familiar self-centered desires 
and habits, we will not be able to ascend with Christ.  For it is always the case that we must die to sin in order to rise up in holi-
ness, that we must humbly repent in order to receive our Lord’s gracious healing.  He ascended after rising from the tomb, and we 
will ascend with Him when we share in the glory of His resurrection by turning away from the corrupting effects of sin and death.  If 
we remain wedded to them, we will remain captive to the distorted ways of the first Adam, the ways of this fallen world.  But if we 
die to them by uniting ourselves to our Lord in His journey from the cross to the heights of heaven, we will participate already in 
eternal blessedness even as we walk on this earth. 
 
As the 318 Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council in Nicaea knew, only One Who is truly God is able to raise us up from captivity 
to this world of death into heavenly glory.  If Christ were merely a creature, He could never make us participants in the eternal life 
of God.  If He were not truly divine, His Body, the Church, would be simply another social organization operating like any other 
group.  But because He is “very God of very God, begotten, not made, of one essence with the Father by Whom all things were 
made” while also being fully human, every dimension of our humanity may become radiant with the brilliance of heaven through 
Him. 
The Lord ascended with His glorified and wounded body.  Those wounds did not compromise His divinity or holiness, of 
course.  Indeed, it was through them that He conquered death and made clear that He is the Son of God and the Savior of the 
world.  And our wounds, no matter what they are, do not shut us out of the Kingdom.  We must, however, offer those wounds to 
Him, opening them to the healing light of His gracious divine energies.  When they are the results of our sins, we must confess 
and repent in humility.  When they are not, we must learn to make them points of contact for ascending with Christ in holi-
ness.  That requires that we learn to see what our wounds reveal about our lives, our relationships, and our world, no matter how 
difficult that is.   We then can make them entrances into heavenly glory when they become opportunities to grow in “love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.” (Gal. 5:22-23) By offering even our darkest 
struggles to the Lord, we will ascend with Him to personal participation in His healing of our humanity. 
 
The same is true of our common life in the Church.  We will provide no credible witness to our neighbors if we do not visibly mani-
fest a life of holiness that stands in stark contrast to the corrupt ways of a world enslaved to the fear of death.  We will not be able 
to speak of the Ascension with integrity unless we, as a community, become a living icon of loving union in Christ such that we are 
one in righteousness.  Both as a community and as particular people, we must be on guard against anything in our lives that dis-
tracts us from strengthening the Church as a sign that Christ has ascended and really does enable us all to rise up with Him into 
the life of heaven.  Anything that would hold us back from that high vision has no place in our lives, individually or collective-
ly.  The more that we live out our unity in pursuing such a life, the more integrity we will have in inviting friends, neighbors, and 
strangers to join us as we enter in each Divine Liturgy into the heavenly banquet.  If we do not display the joy of the Ascension in 
our own lives each day, then we are very poor witnesses to the fullness of the Orthodox Christian faith.  The world already has 
enough religious organizations that do little more than help people feel better about themselves as they cope with life’s prob-
lems.  We must be something very different. 
 
Contrary to what many people in our culture think, the mission of the Church is not to provide us a means of escaping the world 
and its problems.  It is not to distract us for a couple of hours each week from our challenges or to make us think that they are 
somehow not real.  It is not to work us up into an emotional state that helps us feel better about ourselves.  Instead, the Body of 
Christ is to be a brilliant icon of what happens when this world, and its inhabitants with all their wounds, enters into heavenly glo-
ry.  Anything less is a failure to manifest in our common life the communion of love shared by the Holy Trinity. So let us all offer 
every aspect of our lives to our Lord Who has ascended in glory so that we may participate fully by grace in the joy that He shares 
eternally with His Unoriginate Father and the All-Holy and Good and Life-Giving Spirit, to Whom be all glory, laud, and honor, both 
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.                                 - Fr. Philip LeMasters 
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