
 SUNDAY 

24  SEPTEMBER  

 

1st Sunday Afteof Luke, Luke 5: 1-11    

 7.30– 11.00am 

    Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

 

 SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CLASSES   FOR  ALL  AGES                                                                                         

(A free voluntary program organised by the Church) 

Lessons take place in the building behind the church and begin at the time of Holy Communion until  Church        
dismissal.  We have classes for ages ranging from 5yrs to teenage years.                                                                           

Lessons are taught in a relaxed, friendly environment.   

Please bring your children along to learn of their rich Orthodox faith  

and come close to God and His Love. 

MONDAY 

25  SEPTEMBER  

  9.00am 

    Service of Holy Unction 

  10.00am 

     Meeting of Elderly Citizens in Church Hall 

TUESDAY 

26  SEPTEMBER  

 

 

Translation of St John    
the Theologian 

 7.00– 9.30am 

    Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

 7.00pm 

     Parishes of St Vasilios and the Presentation of our Lord,  

Coburg Youth Group will meet in our Church Hall. The  meeting       

will begin with the Compline Service in English. 

 7.30pm 

  Young Adults and Married Couples Bible Study Group at St. Vasilios, 

 in the Church Coffee Room. 

 

WEDNESDAY 

27  SEPTEMBER  

 5.00pm 

    Paraklesis to the Theotokos followed by Bible Study 

SATURDAY   

30  SEPTEMBER 

    3.45pm 

    Service of Vespers 

SUNDAY   

1 OCTOBER 

    GOSPEL READING:    Luke 6: 31-36 

    EPISTLE READING:    Acts 9: 10-19 
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St Vasilios Church 

9387 7693 
 

Fr Athanasios 
9383 4151 

 
Fr Ephraim 

0490 378 215 
 
 

Website:   
stvasiliosbrunswick.com 

 
Fr. Athanasios   

and 
Fr. Ephraim 

 
 are available  
at the  Church 

 
every Monday to Friday  

between  
4.00 and 6.00pm  

 

for Holy Confession and 
any spiritual need. 

Don’t be Afraid!           Is there something you are afraid about?  

You might not know that the thing people are most afraid about is…spiders! Yes, more people are afraid of spiders 
than any other thing. Usually, people are afraid of something that is stronger than they are, or more powerful. Some 
spiders might have a strong poison, and you can’t do much about it! 

In the Gospel reading today, Jesus tells His followers, “Do not be afraid!” He wasn’t talking about spiders, of course. 
But His disciples might have been afraid when they found out how powerful the Lord really was! 

Saint Peter was cleaning his fishing nets when Jesus told him to go back out into the lake to try again. “We have 
worked all night and caught nothing, but at your word, I will let down the net,” Peter answered Him. When he did what 
Jesus had told him, Peter caught so many fish that his boat was starting to sink! Then he and his friends knew that  
Jesus had done a miracle. They knew He was strong. They knew He was powerful. 

We know that God is strong and powerful too. But let’s remember, God tells us too, “Do not be afraid!”                       
We can still come close to God. We can still talk to Him in prayer. We can know more about Him when we read the 
Bible. Do not be afraid of our strong, powerful, but loving God! 

THE CHILDREN’S WORD ………..    Presvytera Alexandra Houck, myocn.  

http://myocn.net/author/presvytera-alexandra-houck/


    1st Sunday of St. Luke (Luke 5:1-11)  
   
 In today’s Gospel reading St. Peter with the rest of the holy Apostles were astonished at the catch of fish 
which they had caught.  Christ our Lord had sat in St. Peter’s boat and was teaching the people.  The Disciples 
had worked very hard all night long, but they had caught nothing.  St. Peter at the commandment of Christ let 
down the net and then God’s blessings came, for "they caught a great number of fish" (Luke 5:6). 
  
Obedience to God’s Will is man’s first and foremost duty.  Second most important is to carry out His Divine Com-
mandments.  The godly man strives to conform himself to whatever God wishes.  Man through obedience to God 
identifies himself with God, and his will with God’s Divine Will. 
 
 The holy Apostle Peter at the greatest moment of his difficult hours of disappointment and depression, 
showed obedience to Christ.  The result is obvious.  God blesses the work of all those who struggle with honesty. 
 
 In our daily struggle to survive there are some moments, when we feel let down.  Many times despair and 
dissolution overcome our hearts, when we hope for some things that do not come right.   
 
 How many times do we turn to God and not see any results?  Did God not hear our prayers? Is He relaxing 
in His Heavenly Kingdom and does not care for us? No! The answer to these questions lie in that we must not on-
ly turn to God, but we must also learn to trust God. 
 
 St. Peter not only accepted Christ in his fishing boat, but also showed absolute obedience to His command-
ment.  Without a second discussion he threw the nets into the shallow waters of Gennesaret.  Because of his obe-
dience God blessed his work. 
 
 Now, how many times does it happen in our life that we accept Christ not in our boat, but in our hearts, but 
we are not obedient to Him?  How many times do we say that we believe in the Lord, but, yet, we have not made 
the effort to bow and humble ourselves before Him?  How many times do we pray to God, but within our hearts we 
do not learn to trust Him? How many times do we find ourselves in difficult situations and we ask for God’s help 
and assistance, but in reality we do not believe in His Providence? How many times do we believe that God will 
interfere, like magic, to fulfil our wishes?  Finally, how many times, when we see no results of Divine intervention, 
we turn away from God? 
 
 St. Peter was blessed, because he showed obedience to Christ.  God’s blessings came as the result of Pe-
ter’s obedience to His Will.  The miracle at Gennesaret came about because of St. Peter’s faithfulness. St. Peter 
knew very well, being an experienced fisherman, that there could be no fish in the shallow waters of Gennesaret.  
All night long he worked with his collaborators and, yet, they caught nothing.  But, he showed obedience to 
Christ’s word and he let down the nets. For Christ’s sake he did not hesitate. He did not say, that ‘We are wasting 
our time’.  He just obeyed and trusted Christ’s word. 
 
 We all work hard. We all run here and there and we struggle to build up our businesses. Some even work 
after hours even at night. We all strive for our daily bread. But, how many times do we lack success? One works 
for so many years and puts in his work so much time and money, but at the end he sees everything collapsing.  
What is the reason?  Is it because there is lack of cleverness?  Is it because of lack of interest or concern for one’s 
work?  Is it because of evil men sabotaging the work of others? All these reasons are possible. But, the main rea-
son is the lack of true faith and trust in God. 
 
 In our times, man has learned not to trust God or anyone else, but only himself. We have not surrendered 
ourselves completely to God’s Divine Providence or we lack of true faith. This is one of the main reason why many 
Christians do not come every Sunday to Church.   
 
 Lack of faith is the spiritual illness of today’s society.  Lack of faith has as its result that we do not pray every 
day or even if we do so, then our hearts are not turned to God, but wonder here and there.  Lack of faith is the 
reason why we do not obey God’s Commandments and we do not trust ourselves in His Will.  Lack of faith is the 
reason why man does not believe in God and His Teachings.  Lack of faith is the reason why man turns to evil 
deeds and is disobedient to God’s Word. 
 
 If we wish to have God’s blessings in our homes, our works and our lives, then we have to turn to Him, bow 
before Him and trust ourselves to His Divine Providence. Let us imitate St. Peter’s example.  Let us show trust 
and faith in Christ, our Lord and Saviour.  Let us practice God’s Commandments. Let us be obedient to His Divine 
Will.  This way of life will bring upon us God’s blessings. This is the way for our salvation, to be before God and 
surrender ourselves to Him. 

 


