
 SUNDAY 

9  JULY 

 

5th Sunday of Matthew - Matthew 8: 28-34, 9:1  

 7.30– 11.00am 

    Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

 SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CLASSES   FOR  ALL  AGES                                                                                         

(A free voluntary program organised by the Church) 

Lessons take place in the building behind the church and begin at the time of Holy Communion until  Church        
dismissal.  We have classes for ages ranging from 5yrs to teenage years.                                                                           

Lessons are taught in a relaxed, friendly environment.   

Please bring your children along to learn of their rich Orthodox faith  

and come close to God and His Love. 

MONDAY 

10 JULY 

 

    9.00am 

     Service of Holy Unction 

    10.00am 

      Meeting of Elderly Citizens in Church Hall.   

TUESDAY 

11 JULY 

 

Great-Martyr St Euphemia 

   7.30– 9.30am 

    Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

 7.00pm 

      Parishes of St Vasilios and the Presentation of our Lord, Coburg Youth 
Group will meet in Coburg Church Hall. The  meeting will begin with the 
Compline Service in English and will be followed by a talk by Gerondis-
sa Theodekti, Abbess of the Holy Monastery of the Honourable Fore-
runner, Anatoli, Agias, Greece 

WEDNESDAY 

 12  JULY 

 

Osios Paisios the Agiorite 

  7.30– 9.30am 

    Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

 5.00pm 

    Paraklesis to the Theotokos followed by a talk (In Greek) by Gerondissa 
Theodekti, Abbess of the Holy Monastery of the Honourable Forerunner, 
Anatoli, Agias, Greece.   

SATURDAY 

8  JULY 

 3.45pm 

    Service of Vespers 

SUNDAY  9 JULY GOSPEL READING:  MATTHEW 5: 14-19 

EPISTLE READING:  TITUS 3: 8-15 
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St Vasilios Church 

9387 7693 
 

Fr Athanasios 
9383 4151 

 
Fr Ephraim 

0490 378 215 
 
 

Website:   
stvasiliosbrunswick.com 

 
Fr. Athanasios   

and 
Fr. Ephraim 

 
 are available  
at the  Church 

 
every Monday to Friday  

between  
4.00 and 6.00pm  

 

for Holy Confession and 
any spiritual need. 

WORDS  FROM  THE  CHURCH  FATHERS  

Freedom 
In truth there is only one freedom - the holy freedom of Christ, whereby He freed us from sin,  
from evil, from the devil. It binds us to God. All other freedoms are illusory, false, that is to say,  
they are all, in fact, slavery.  
- St. Justin Popovich, Ascetical and Theological Chapters, II.36  

 
 
 

Don't be troubled if you don't feel the love of God in yourself, but think about the Lord,  
that He is merciful, and guard yourself from sins, and the grace of God will teach you.  
- St. Silouan the Athonite, Writings, IX.16 



Asking God to Leave Us Alone —Matthew 8: 28-34, 9:1  

 

We often read in the Gospel about how different people turned to the Lord Jesus with a request, question, 
demand, or even a rebuke or reproach. Here is the unfortunate father of the sick child, saying with tears in 
his voice, with both hope and doubt: “I believe, Lord. Help my unbelief!” Here is the Roman centurion who is 
asking the Lord to heal his servant; this officer has no doubts. He says: “Just as I give orders to my soldiers, 
so do You have the authority to give the order and the sickness will leave my beloved servant.” Another ap-
proaches Him and asks: “What do I need to do to attain eternal life?” A third comes to thank the Lord for a 
healing He had performed. When reading the Holy Gospel, each one of us can easily recognize himself in 
one of these people, since we continue to turn to the Lord in just the same way. 

It is no accident that today we hear the words of the Apostle: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, 
and forever.” The same! It is as if He were here with us, as if He were standing right here. We can turn to 
Him, each with his own needs, his own thoughts, his own suffering of heart, and his own joy and gratitude. 
Each such movement of soul is a kind of prayer addressed to the Lord. 

But in today’s Gospel reading we heard an appeal that is extraordinary, strange, and seemingly inexplica-
ble: the Gadarenes ask Him to go away from them, to leave, to depart from their coasts. Why did they ask 
Him to leave? Let us recall what happened. A violent wind arose over the sea, carrying the boat in which 
the Lord and His disciples were sailing to the barren western shore inhabited by the pagan Gadarenes. As 
soon as the Lord stepped onto the shore, two half-naked men – ragged, frightful, wild, and feared by all in 
the region – ran out to meet Him. They lived in desert caves where the dead were laid; people avoided 
these places out of fear of these possessed men. People tried to bind them, but they tore through all ropes 
and chains. 

These two possessed and afflicted men rushed out to meet Christ, frantically crying out: “Leave us alone! 
What have we to do with You, Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come here to torment us before the time?” 
Before the time… It seems that the dark forces of paganism knew that they would be defeated; it is as if 
they were occupying these people and saying to the Lord: “You have come before the time to torment and 
destroy us.” The Lord cured these two demoniacs. But the swineherds who grazed their swine on the sea 
bank saw everything and went running into the city to tell the people. Then, as the Evangelist relates, the 
whole city poured out to see the miracle. And what did they see? They saw the sick, mad, afflicted men sit-
ting calmly at the Teacher’s feet. And what did the people do? Instead of praising God or thanking the mi-
raculous Healer, they asked Him to leave their region. They were frightened and did not want to listen to His 
words; this miracle shocked and terrified them. 

So it is with us: for souls without faith, a miracle is not strengthening; on the contrary, it is frightening and 
destructive. One still does not want to know, one still turns away: “Get away from us! Don’t bother us! Don’t 
bother our souls and dreams!” The ancient pagan Gadarenes were not alone in thinking and feeling this 
way, however. Many of us do the same, because we do not want to respond when the Lord knocks at our 
hearts. We brush it aside, thinking something to the effect of “leave us alone.” 

As Blessed Augustine himself relates, before his conversion to God he prayed: “Lord, save me and deliver 
me from sin – only not now. For now let me stay like this.” Many of us reason the same way. We do not 
want the Lord to bother us. Even when we enter the Church and do everything required of us, we do not 
want to lift a finger to live a truly Christian life or to perform deeds that correspond to Christ’s will. It is easier 
for us to push it away from us, to brush it aside, to turn our back on it. We do not explicitly say: “Leave us 
alone,” but we act as if we wanted to get rid of this power, this will of the Lord, that seems to press upon us. 
But in fact the Lord does not push or lay a heavy burden on anyone. He simply says: “Here is the path of 
life: follow this path and you will find happiness greater than any on earth.” But we – through our stagnation, 
coldness, negligence, and laziness of soul – are often incapable of hearing this voice and of making use of 
the path to the Heavenly Kingdom that has been shown to us. 

You see, the words of people who turned to the Lord can teach us a great deal: some encourage faith in us: 
“Lord, help my unbelief!”; others teach us how to give thanks; some will help us question the Lord about the 
mysteries of life and the right way; and finally, words like those of the Gadarenes will warn us not to miss 
the right moment, our time, when the Lord sends His gift to us, but rather to accept it wholeheartedly and 
respond to it with our entire lives. 

 ARCHPRIEST ALEXANDER MEN (+1990)  - Translated from the Russian 

http://www.pravmir.com/author/user_1330994439/
http://www.alexandrmen.ru/books/svetvtme/svtms516.html

