
 SUNDAY 

 27   NOVEMBER                                           

 

 

Thirteenth Sunday of  Luke —Luke 18: 18-27 

  7.30– 11.00am 

    Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR AGES 5 TO 17 YEARS  TAKE 
PLACE STRAIGHT AFTER HOLY COMMUNION.  CLASSES TAKE 
PLACE IN THE DOWNSTAIRS ROOMS BEHIND THE CHURCH.  
BRING YOUR CHILDREN ALONG TO LEARN ABOUT THEIR OR-
THODOX FAITH AND GOD’S  LOVE FOR EACH ONE OF US.   

MONDAY 

28 NOVEMBER 

 

   9.00am 

    Service of Holy Unction 

   10.00am 

    Meeting of Elderly Citizens in Church Hall.   

TUESDAY 

29 NOVEMBER 

 

 7.00pm 

     Parishes of St Vasilios and the Presentation of our Lord,  

    Coburg Youth Group will meet in our Church Hall.             

    The  meeting  will begin with the Compline Service in English. 

 7.30pm 

  Young Adults and Married Couples Bible Study Group  

     —in downstairs building behind the Church.  

WEDNESDAY 

30 NOVEMBER 

 

Holy Apostle Andrew       

the First Called 

 7.00 am  

     Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

 5.00pm 

    Paraklesis to the Theotokos followed by Bible Study 

SATURDAY 

3  DECEMBER 

 

 3.45pm 

    Service of Vespers 
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St Vasilios Church 

9387 7693 
 

Fr Athanasios 
9383 4151 

 
Fr Ephraim 

0490 378 215 
 

Website:   
stvasiliosbrunswick.com 

 
Fr. Athanasios   

and 
Fr. Ephraim 

 
 are available  
at the  Church 

 
every Monday to Friday  

between  
4.00 and 6.00pm  

 

for Holy Confession and 
any spiritual need. 

WORDS  FROM  THE  CHURCH  FATHERS  

“Human beings have accumulated in their coffers gold and silver, clothes more sumptuous than 
useful, diamonds and other objects that are evidence of war and tyranny; then a foolish arrogance 
hardens their hearts; for their brothers in distress, no pity.  

What utter blindness! . . . Attend not to the law of the strong but to the law of the Creator.         
Help nature to the best of your ability, honour the freedom of creation, protect your species from 
dishonour, come to its aids in sickness, rescue it from poverty …. Seek to distinguish yourself from 
others only in your generosity.  

Be like gods to the poor, imitating God’s mercy. Humanity has nothing so much in common with 
God as the ability to do good.”     

– St. Gregory of Nazianzus, On Love of the Poor 



Are We Like the Rich Young Ruler?   -   LUKE 18:18-27 

Are We Like the Rich Young Ruler? 
Do I rule my wealth, or does my wealth rule me? 
The year is ending and income tax time is soon approaching. We will sit down to calculate our income and 
expenses, wealth and liabilities. We will fill in the tax forms with our name at the top and signature at the bot-
tom. We'll calculate the car payments, mortgage payments, and other expenses and long for the day when 
the payments stop and we can say, "It's mine!"  
But is anything really ours? Or should another name be superimposed over our name such as "God and Fa-
ther" or perhaps "Our Lord Jesus Christ"? If we really understood our Orthodox Christian faith we would re-
spond, "Yes!" "All I have is the Lord's!" Why? Because we don't really own anything in this life. Everything we 
have belongs to God. From this perspective, we can better understand today's Gospel reading about the 
Rich Young Ruler (Luke 18:18-27). 
Let's review the story. A rich young ruler approached Jesus and asked Him what he must do to inherit eter-
nal life. Jesus tells the young man to sell all that he had and give to the poor (v.22). The rich man left Jesus 
feeling sad. 
If we know our scriptures we will recognize that Christ's command fulfills the lessons taught in the Parable of 
the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30), the Parable of the Unjust Steward (Luke 16:1-13) and the Parable of the 
Vineyard Owner (Mark 12, Luke 20). All three stories tell of a master who appointed servants to manage his 
possessions and lands, and later returned to collect the profits. In this case, the rich young ruler was asked 
to give an account of the wealth entrusted to him. When Jesus said that that was one thing that the young 
ruler still lacked (v.22), he implied that the young man should have already given to the poor.  
Sometimes this does not make much sense to us. Don't we work hard for what we have? Yes, many of us 
do. However, the exhortation that what we have ultimately belongs to God tells us about what God is like and 
what we should be like too. Look at Christ for example. 
When Jesus died on the Cross and rose from the dead, He paid a ransom to purchase us from the bondage 
of sin and death. He was the ransom. It's like one slave owner buying a slave from another owner. Christ 
bought us, but then He set us free. St. Clement of Alexandria wrote: 
As a further motivation to give, remember that Jesus gave his all to save us. For each of us He gave His life. 
Because he gave up His life for us, He demands we give our lives for each other. If we owe our very lives to 
our brothers, shall we hoard our wealth and keep it away from them? Shall we keep things away from each 
other only to have those things burn at the end of the world? No, no! If we do not love our brothers, we are 
children of the devil and heading for the flames ourselves. But the true Christian loves his brothers! Love 
seeks not her own, but is diffused on the brother. About the brother love is fluttered, about him she is soberly 
insane! And as Paul tells us, love is the only thing that lasts. 
If we become sad, angry, bitter, defensive, or uncomfortable when we hear the message of today's gospel, 
then we have not yet relinquished our attachment to worldly possessions. We are responding just like the 
rich young ruler did. St. Ambrose wrote: 
A possession ought not to belong to the possessor, not the possessor to the possession. Whosoever, there-
fore, does not use his patrimony as a possession, who does not know how to give and distribute to the poor, 
he is the servant of his wealth, not its master; because like a servant he watches over the wealth of another 
and not like a master does he use it on his own. Hence, in a disposition of this kind we say that the man be-
longs to his riches, not the riches to the man. 
Who is the alternative to rich young ruler? Who should we seek to emulate? Again the scripture shows us in 
the parable of the Poor Widow. We find the story in Mark 12 and Luke 21: 
And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the treasury, and He saw also a certain poor widow 
putting in two mites. So He said, "Truly I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than all; for all these 
out of their abundance have put in offerings for God, but she out of her poverty put in all the livelihood that 
she had" (Luke 21:1-4). 
The widow did not have much but she gave it all to God in the temple. Her offering, even though a mite is an 
equivalent to a penny, was generous and sacrificial. Her gift was of more value than the hundreds or thou-
sands of dollars some might give today.  
The purpose of giving is not only to help the poor, but also to allow Christ to work in our lives. If we can re-
turn our wealth to its first and proper owner, the ties that bind us to possessions can be broken and a barrier 
to eternal life removed. Amen. 
 
-  Fr. Richard Demetrius Andrews, Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 
 
(Quotes of St. Clement and St. Ambrose from "What the Church Fathers Say About..." by George Grube) 

 

 


