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SUNDAY 

19  JUNE 

 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 

   Sunday of the Pentecost—John 7: 37-52, 8: 12 

  7.30– 11.15am 

    Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR AGES 5 TO 17 YEARS  TAKES PLACE 
STRAIGHT AFTER HOLY COMMUNION.  CLASSES TAKE PLACE 
IN THE DOWNSTAIRS ROOMS BEHIND THE CHURCH.  BRING 
YOUR CHILDREN ALONG TO LEARN ABOUT THEIR ORTHODOX 
FAITH AND GOD’S  LOVE FOR EACH ONE OF US.   

MONDAY 

20  JUNE 

 

Monday of the Holy Spirit 

  7.00– 9.30am 

    Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

   10.00am 

    Meeting of Elderly Citizens in Church Hall.   

TUESDAY 

21  JUNE 

 7.00pm 

    Parishes of St Vasilios and the Presentation of our Lord,  

    Coburg Youth Group will meet in Coburg Church Hall.             

    The  meeting  will begin with the Compline Service in English. 

WEDNESDAY 

22 JUNE 

 5.00pm 

    Paraklesis to the Theotokos followed by Bible Study 

FRIDAY 

24  JUNE 

Nativity of St John Baptist 

  7.00– 9.30am   

    Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

SATURDAY 

25 JUNE 

  3.45pm 
    Service of Vespers 

 

PROGRAM  FOR  19  -  25  JUNE  2016 

 

 
St Vasilios Church 

9387 7693 
 

Fr Athanasios 
9383 4151 

 
Fr Ephraim 

0490 378 215 
 

Website:   
stvasiliosbrunswick.com 

 
Fr. Athanasios   

and 
Fr. Ephraim 

 
 are available  
at the  Church 

 
every Monday to Friday  

between  
4.00 and 6.00pm  

 

for Holy Confession and 
any spiritual need. 

WORDS  FROM  THE  CHURCH  FATHERS  

No matter how much we may study, it is not possible to come to know God unless we live according to 
His commandments, for God is not known by science, but by the Holy Spirit. Many philosophers and 
learned men came to the belief that God exists, but they did not know God. It is one thing to believe 
that God exists and another to know Him. If someone has come to know God by the Holy Spirit, his 
soul will burn with love for God day and night, and his soul cannot be bound to any earthly thing.  
- St. Silouan the Athonite, Writings, VIII.3 
 
 
 
"If from one burning lamp someone lights another, then another from that one, and so on in succes-
sion, he has light continuously. In the same way, through the Apostles ordaining their successors, and 
these successors ordaining others, and so on, the grace of the Holy Spirit is handed down through all 
generations and enlightens all who obey their shepherds and teachers.” 
- St. Gregory Palamas, “On how the Holy Spirit was manifested and shared out at Pentecost” 
  



HOMILY FOR PENTECOST 
          Today is the Sunday of Pentecost, when we commemorate the Holy Spirit coming upon the followers of the Risen Je-
sus, which is the birthday of the Church.  The Lord had already ascended into heaven and had promised to send the Holy 
Spirit upon His followers.  He would not leave them alone, cut off from the new life that He had brought to the world.  The 
Spirit is, of course, the third Person of the Holy Trinity and fully God and eternal as are the Father and the Son.  By the com-
ing of the Holy Spirit, Jesus’ followers share together in the unity, power, and blessing of the Kingdom.   
          Now the disciples no longer think of themselves as followers and students of a rabbi or prophet.  They no longer strug-
gle to accept the good news of His resurrection.  Instead, they experience the new life of the Kingdom as “rivers of living wa-
ter” flowing from their hearts.  By the Spirit, they participate by grace in the life of the Holy Trinity.  God is not remote, distant, 
or removed from them; but present in their souls.   
          The story of Pentecost makes clear that the Holy Spirit came upon the apostles as a group who were gathered togeth-
er in obedience to the Lord’s command.  The same divine breath which first gave life to humanity now comes upon them as 
a mighty wind.  The divine glory beheld by Moses in the burning bush now rests upon each of them as flames a fire.    The 
divided speech of the tower of Babel is now overcome by the miracle of speaking in different languages so that everyone 
can hear the praise of the Lord.  For Pentecost is not about the spiritual experiences of a select few, but about the fulfilment 
of God’s promises to the entire world. 
          We are all created in the image of God with the calling to grow in His likeness, to become like Him.  But we have not 
done our best not become like Him; and even if we had, it is no small thing to become like God, holy and righteous and im-
mortal.  We simply cannot conquer death and sin by our own power.  Only God is God, and our only hope is to share by 
grace in His eternal life.  And this participation in the divine life is made possible to us at Pentecost.  It does not matter what 
language we speak, the nation to which we belong, the colour of our skin, our gender, our abilities and skills, our occupation, 
education, or resources.  What matters is that God’s Spirit has been poured out on the whole world and on every generation. 
          At Pentecost, we are raised to the dignity of members of Christ’s Body.  With the Holy Spirit in our hearts, linking us 
together organically as one, our fallen, divided humanity is restored.  Just as Father, Son, and Spirit share a common life of 
love, unity, and holiness, we share a common life in Christ’s Body, the Church.   As particular people, we have the responsi-
bility to believe, repent, and obey the Lord as we participate in the ministries of the Church.   As members of Christ’s Body, 
we are nurtured by worship, the sacraments, and spiritual instruction in our common life.   The holy Tradition of the Church is 
the presence of the Holy Spirit, guiding the Body into ever greater knowledge of and participation in the life of the Holy Trini-
ty. 
          For we receive the Holy Spirit not as isolated individuals, but as persons in communion, in loving relationship with God 
and with one another in the Church.  So let us celebrate Pentecost by opening our lives as fully as possible to the healing, 
transforming power of the Spirit both in the privacy of our thoughts and deeds and in our shared life in the Body.   No, the 
world does not revolve around us as isolated individuals:  such isolation and division are nothing but symptoms of sin.  But 
the life of the world has come at Pentecost and we are called to take our place in the new reality born on this day, the 
Church, the Body of Christ, in which all the divisions and corruptions of humanity since Adam and Eve are healed.  As partic-
ular people who are members of one another in Christ, let us open ourselves as completely as possible to the Holy Spirit, for 
it is through Him—and one another-- that we share in eternal life.     Fr Philip LeMasters 

DAY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  (Monday of the Holy Spirit) 

In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  

Today we are keeping the Feast of the Holy Spirit. What do we know about Him? We heard wonderful words of prayer 
about Him yesterday on Trinity Sunday, but let us think of Him, of the name He is given in the Gospel, which is translated 
‘The Comforter’ in English, in other translations ‘The Advocate’. He is the One Who is the Comforter indeed, the One Who 
consoles us for our separation from Christ, Who consoles us who are like orphans, who long to be with Christ our God, our 
Saviour, and who know that as long as we are in the flesh - and these are the words of St. Paul - we are separated from 
Him. But for Him to be our Comforter, to be our consolation, we must first be aware of the fact that we are separated and this 
is the first question we must ask ourselves: are we aware of it, or do we live in the delusion that we are in God and God in 
us, and that nothing more is needed? How much more is needed! 

He is also the One Who, as the Comforter, gives us strength, strength to live despite the separation, strength to stand fast 
and to be the doers of the Will, the fulfillers of the Commandments of God, the One Who can give us vigour of soul, determi-
nation, power to act. But this, again, only if we turn to Him and say, Come! Come and abide in us! Cleanse us! Be not only 
our Comforter but our strength also. 

Lastly, He is the One Who gives us, already now, the joy of knowing how close we are despite what seems to be an infi-
nite distance between God and us, the One Who, in unutterable groanings, speaks to God from the depths of our being; the 
One Who, because we are Christ's own people, His brothers and sisters in humanity - and these are His own words - that 
we are the children of the Father. The joy of this, the wonder of this, the dignity of this! Indeed also, the responsibility of 
this... 

If we think of our world which is to such a great extent alien to God, the Spirit is already the beginning of eternal life. His 
presence is a decisive fact. He beats against the rocks like the sea, He breaks resistances. He is the joy of eternity knocking 
at our door, forcing Himself into our lives, reminding us of God our Father, of Christ our Saviour and of our greatness and 
dignity before God, showing us that all things are possible in the power of Christ Who sustains us. 
Let us therefore responsibly and gratefully keep this Feast. And may the Spirit of God Who came in tongues of fire upon the 

Apostles, come to us also - perhaps like a fire that sets us aglow and makes us like a Burning Bush, or touches us like the 

still, small voice which the Prophet heard in the wilderness in which God was, in His quiet humility, in His surrender to us, in 

His love for us. Amen.    Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh 

http://easternchristianinsights.blogspot.com.au/2012/06/homily-for-pentecost.html

