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SUNDAY 

12  JUNE 

 

   Sunday of the Fathers of the First Council, John 17: 1-13 

  7.30– 11.00am 

    Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR AGES 5 TO 17 YEARS  TAKES PLACE 
STRAIGHT AFTER HOLY COMMUNION.  CLASSES TAKE PLACE 
IN THE DOWNSTAIRS ROOMS BEHIND THE CHURCH.  BRING 
YOUR CHILDREN ALONG TO LEARN ABOUT THEIR ORTHODOX 
FAITH AND GOD’S  LOVE FOR EACH ONE OF US.   

MONDAY 

13  JUNE 

   9.00am 

     Service of Holy Unction 

   10.00am 

    Meeting of Elderly Citizens in Church Hall 

TUESDAY 

14  JUNE 

 7.00pm 

    Parishes of St Vasilios and the Presentation of our Lord,  

    Coburg Youth Group will meet in our  Church Hall.             

    The  meeting  will begin with the Compline Service in English. 

 7.30pm 

Young Adults and Married Couples Bible Study Group  

 —in downstairs building behind the Church. 

WEDNESDAY 

15 JUNE 

 5.00pm 

    Paraklesis to the Theotokos followed by Bible Study 

SATURDAY 

18 JUNE 

Saturday of Souls 

  7.00– 10.30am 

    Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

 

PROGRAM  FOR  12  -  18  JUNE  2016 

 

 
St Vasilios Church 

9387 7693 
 

Fr Athanasios 
9383 4151 

 
Fr Ephraim 

0490 378 215 
 

Website:   
stvasiliosbrunswick.com 

 
Fr. Athanasios   

and 
Fr. Ephraim 

 
 are available  
at the  Church 

 
every Monday to Friday  

between  
4.00 and 6.00pm  

 

for Holy Confession and 
any spiritual need. 

WORDS  FROM  THE  CHURCH  FATHERS  

 

How mistaken are those people who seek happiness outside of themselves, in foreign lands and jour-
neys, in riches and glory, in great possessions and pleasures, in diversions and vain things, which have 
a bitter end! It is the same thing to construct the tower of happiness outside of ourselves as it is to build 
a house in a place that is consistently shaken by earthquakes.  
Happiness is found within ourselves, and blessed is the man who has understood this. Happiness is a 
pure heart, for such a heart becomes the throne of God. Thus says Christ of those who have pure 
hearts: "I will visit them, and will walk in them, and I will be a God to them, and they will be my peo-
ple." (II Cor. 6:16)  
What can be lacking to them? Nothing, nothing at all! For they have the greatest good in their hearts: 
God Himself! 
  
- St. Nektarios of Aegina, Path to Happiness, 1  



Sunday before Pentecost—John 17 : 1-13 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

We have heard in the Acts of the Apostles how, as the Feast of Pentecost was approaching, Paul 
the Apostle had started on his journey to Jerusalem to be there together with all those who on that very day 
received the Holy Spirit. Of all of them he was the only one who had not been present in the High Room 
where the event took place. And yet, God had given him a true, a perfect conversion of heart, and of mind and 
of life, and had given him freely the gift of the Holy Spirit in response to his total, ultimate gift of self to Him, 
the God Whom he did not know but Whom he worshipped. 

We also are on our way to the day of Pentecost, next week we will keep this event. When Paul was 
on his way, he thought of what had happened to himself in the solitude of his journey from Jerusalem to Da-
mascus and in the gift of the Spirit mediated to him by Ananias. And we also, each of us singly and all of us 
together should reflect on all that God has given us. He has given us existence and breathed life into us, - not 
only the life of the body, but a life that makes us akin to Him, His life. He has given us to know Him, the Living 
God, and He has given us to meet, in the Gospel and in life, His Only Begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. In 
Baptism, in the Anointment with Holy Chrism, in Communion to the Body and Blood of Christ, in the mysteri-
ous, silent communion of prayer, in the moments when God Himself came near, although we were not think-
ing of Him, He has given us so much. 

Let us reflect on all that is given us, asking ourselves whether we are truly disciples of Christ. We 
know from Saint Paul what it means to be a disciple: he said that for him, to live is Christ, to die will be a gain, 
because as long as he is in the flesh he is separated from Christ, Christ Whom he loves, Christ Who has be-
come everything to his life, not only in time but for all eternity. And yet, says he, he is prepared to live, not to 
die, because his presence on earth is necessary to others. This is the measure of communion he had with 
Christ. And this is shown so movingly in a parallel between a small phrase in the Acts of the Apostles and in 
the Gospel: both the Lord Jesus Christ and His disciple say that they are now going back to the Father, that 
the time of their departure has come. His life in Christ had culminated in such identification with what Christ 
stood for, and beyond that with what Christ was, that whatever was applicable to Christ became applicable to 
him. Indeed, for him to live was Christ, and he longed for his death, but he had learned from God something 
more than this longing for freedom, for communion with the God Whom he adored and served so faithfully, - 
he had learned that to give is a greater joy than to receive. 

The saints had heard Christ say, 'No one has greater love that he who gives his life for his friends'. 
Paul, the other apostles, and innumerable saints after them gave their lives, shed their lives day after day for-
getting themselves, rejecting every thought, every concern about themselves, having thought only for those 
who needed God, who needed the word of truth, who needed love divine. They lived for others, they gave as 
generously as they had received. 

We also are called to learn the joy, the exhilarating, the wonderful joy of giving, of turning away 
from ourselves to be free to give, and of giving on all levels, the smallest things and the greatest things. And 
this can be taught us only by the power of the Holy Spirit that unites us to Christ, makes us into one body with 
Him, a body of people, bound with each other in their total togetherness, one with the God who is our unity. 
Let us think of all we have received from God and ask ourselves: what can we give first to Him so that He can 

rejoice in us, so that He can know that He has not lived and died in vain. And what can we give to all those 

who surround us, beginning with the smallest, the humblest gifts to those closest to us and ending with giving 

all we can to those who need more. And then truly Pentecost will come as a gift of life, a gift that unites us, 

welds us into one body capable of being to others a vision on earth of the Kingdom, but also a source of life 

and of joy, so that truly our joy, and the joy of all those whom we meet should be fulfilled. Amen. 

Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh  

 

 

“He who gives alms in imitation of God does not discriminate between the wicked and the virtuous,  

the just and the unjust, when providing for men’s bodily needs.” 

—St. Maximos the Confessor 


