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SUNDAY 

15  MAY 

 

St Pachomius the Great 

   Sunday of the Holy Myrrh-bearers, Mark 15: 43-47, 16: 1-8 

  7.30– 11.00am 

    Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR AGES 5 TO 17 YEARS  TAKES PLACE 
STRAIGHT AFTER HOLY COMMUNION.  CLASSES TAKE PLACE 
IN THE DOWNSTAIRS ROOMS BEHIND THE CHURCH.  BRING 
YOUR CHILDREN ALONG TO LEARN ABOUT THEIR ORTHODOX 
FAITH AND GOD’S  LOVE FOR EACH ONE OF US.   

MONDAY 

16  MAY 

   10.00am 

   Meeting of Elderly Citizens in Church Hall 

 

TUESDAY 

17  MAY 

 7.00pm 

    Parishes of St Vasilios and the Presentation of our Lord,  

    Coburg Youth Group will meet in ourChurch Hall.  The      

    meeting  will begin with the Compline Service in English. 

 7.30pm 

Young Adults and Married Couples Bible Study Group  

 —in downstairs building behind the Church. 

WEDNESDAY 

18 MAY 

 5.00pm 

    Paraklesis to the Theotokos followed by Bible Study 

SATURDAY 

 21  MAY 

 

Saints Constantine and Helen, 
Equal to the Apostles 

 7.00– 9.30am 
    Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

 3.45pm 
    Service of Vespers 

PROGRAM  FOR  15—21 MAY  2016 

 

 
St Vasilios Church 

9387 7693 
 

Fr Athanasios 
9383 4151 

 
Website:   

stvasiliosbrunswick.com 

 
Fr. Athanasios   

and 
Fr. Ephraim 

 
 are available  
at the  Church 

 
every Monday to Friday  

between  
4.00 and 6.00pm  

 

for Holy Confession and 
any spiritual need. WORDS  FROM  THE  CHURCH  FATHERS  

St. John Chrysostom: . . . thou mayest not endure those who say that He was stolen. . . . 
 
When then [Mary Magdelene] came and said these things, [the disciples] hearing them, draw near with great 
eagerness to the sepulchre, and see the linen clothes lying, which was a sign of the Resurrection. For      
neither, if any persons had removed the body, would they before doing so have stripped it; nor if any had 
stolen it, would they have taken the trouble to remove the napkin, and roll it up, and lay it in a place by itself; 
but how?  They would have taken the body as it was. 
On this account John tells us by anticipation that it was buried with much myrrh, which glues linen to the 
body not less firmly than lead; in order that when thou hearest that the napkins lay apart, thou mayest not 
endure those who say that He was stolen. For a thief would not have been so foolish as to spend so much 
trouble on a superfluous matter. For why should he undo the clothes? And how could he have escaped de-
tection if he had done so? Since he would probably have spent much time in so doing, and be found out by 
delaying and loitering. But why do the clothes lie apart, while the napkin was wrapped together by itself? 
That thou mayest learn that it was not the action of men in confusion or haste, the placing some in one 
place, some in another, and the wrapping them together. From this they believed in the Resurrection.        
On this account Christ afterwards appeared to them, when they were convinced by what they had seen. 
 
+ St. John Chrysostom, Homily 85, Homilies on the Gospel of John 

http://www.orthodoxchurchquotes.com/2014/05/08/st-john-chrysostom-thou-mayest-not-endure-those-who-say-that-he-was-stolen/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B008I74I1Y/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B008I74I1Y&linkCode=as2&tag=orthchurquot-20&linkId=VYATFCNHRUD2PDCL


FEAST OF THE MYRRH-BEARING WOMEN,  
ST JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA AND ST NICODEMUS 

Mark 15: 43-47, 16: 1-8  
 

In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

We keep today the feast of a number of the followers of Christ of whom we think seldom, because they 
are mentioned very little in the Scriptures. And each of them could be a lesson for us. 

St. Joseph of Arimathea was a rich man who listened to Christ with an open mind and did not commit 
himself. Neither did Nicodemus; but Nicodemus was a learned man, part of the Sanhedrin. He had been 
listening to Christ, he had been asking questions from Him, he wanted to understand, he wanted to be 
sure. But neither of them had committed themselves to follow Christ, to declare themselves as His disci-
ples. 

And yet, when Christ in the eyes of everyone was defeated, when victory had come to His enemies, 
when He was dead, about to be buried, their faithfulness to Him who had taught them words of life came to 
the fore. And they joined the Mother of God to bring down the body of Christ and to bury him. Daringly they 
went to Pontius Pilate and asked for this body so that they could bury Him with veneration. In the course of 
His life they had been listening to Him with a hesitant yet open mind. When death came their faithfulness 
sprang to the fore. And seeing the pain of the Mother of God and St. John the apostle there was no doubt 
left in them; they must declare themselves, because they could not accept that He should be rejected 
through defeat after having been their teacher, their guide and their friend. 

And then there is another group of people, the myrrh-bearing women, a group of women who had been 
following Christ and supporting Him and His disciples in their need. When Christ was crucified all the apos-
tles fled, with the exception of St. John and with the exception of these women. It was not an intellectual 
conviction that held them as disciples of Christ. It was something which perhaps could be defined in the 
words of the pilgrims to Emmaus: 'was not our heart burning within us when He was speaking to us on the 
way'. All the way from Galilee to Jerusalem, from the peace of the land to the tragedy of Jerusalem, all this 
time they had been listening and their hearts had come to life - not with personal love but with a deep 
sense of life eternal. These are the words which also St. Peter had said earlier, when most people who sur-
rounded them had left, and Christ turned to his disciples and said: are you also going to go? And Peter 
said: where should we go? You have the words of eternal life. And these words were not simply syllogisms, 
or proofs, or ways of conveying things. When he spoke it was life eternal that was awoken in them - the 
door into eternal life that came to life. And they knew that these words were true because there was new 
life in them. And so was it also for these women. 

     So today we keep the feast of people who proved faithful, the ones who in their frailty had not fled, and 
the ones who in the face of defeat and tragedy had suddenly become disciples and faithful. Let us remem-
ber them, not only seeing their glory as we have done today in the service, but also asking ourselves: do 
we belong, to any extent, to the example given by one or another of them? Can we say that in the face of 
the defeat of Christ we would come out and say: I am one of His disciples, although in the time when there 
was no danger around I kept out, hesitant, unsure, asking myself questions, indeed asking Him questions? 
Is any one of us Joseph of Arimathea, is any one Nicodemus, and can we say that we are like these myrrh-
bearing women, whom neither the needs nor the defeat nor the death of Christ had been able to alienate 
from Him? 

None of us is any of it to the full; but let us learn from them and try to grow into that faithfulness which 
they have shown; the ones throughout the life of Christ, and the other ones in the face of His defeat. Amen. 

CHRIST IS RISEN!    HE IS RISEN INDEED! 

Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh  

 

 

 
God loves us more than a father, mother, friend, or any else could love,  

and even more than we are able to love ourselves. 
 

+ St. John Chrysostom 


